Jeffrey Wensing, President
Daniel P. Greenberg, Vice President

Robert A. McFee, Secretary-Treasurer
OHIO EDUCATION ASSOCIATION Airica Clay, Executive Director

The OEA will lead the way for continuous improvement of public education while advocating for members and the learners they serve.

OHIO EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
Ohio House Education Committee
House Bill 531: Opposition Testimony
Tuesday, March 10, 2026

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the House Education
Committee. My name is Jeff Wensing. | am a high school math teacher from Parma City Schools and currently
serve as President of the Ohio Education Association (OEA). On behalf of the nearly 120,000 members of the
OEA, thank you for the opportunity to share our concerns about House Bill (HB) 531.

The Ohio Education Association (OEA) opposes HB 531 for the following reasons:

e Allowing religious advisors to interact with students in public schools during the school day
violates students' and families' right to religious freedom. OEA believes that the U.S.
constitutional provisions on the establishment and free exercise of religion in the First
Amendment require there be no sectarian practices in the public-school program. Allowing
public schools to establish positions for chaplains creates an unnecessary risk of unwelcome
evangelizing and religious coercion. In the alternative, student-led meetings with adult
supervision before or after normal school hours, with approval of the local school board, is
better way to meet student interest in this area.

e HB 531 would create unnecessary confusion between the role of school counselors and
religious advisors. The role of chaplains under HB 531 could likely interfere, or be confused with,
the work of professionally licensed school counselors in the areas of academic guidance,
mental-health counseling, and other forms of interaction with students. This is not in the
interest of students.

e Placing religious advisors in public schools creates unnecessary distractions for administrators,
teachers, and students. HB 531 does not address a multitude of issues and problems that would
arise with the presence of religious advisors in public schools during school hours. These
foreseeable problems include a lack of appropriate space to meet with students (school
buildings are already crunched for space), administrative burden of tracking parental permission
slips and student meetings (would students be able to leave academic classes to meet with a
religious advisor?), handling concerns from students, parents, or teachers about religious or
non-religious advice provided to students that are inconsistent with other direction to students,
and the lack of any formal oversight process on how a religious advisor operates in a public
school building.

Thank you for your consideration. OEA stands ready to work with the bill’s sponsors and members of the House
Education Committee to further elaborate on any of these concerns.
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