
Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the 
House Education Committee, 

 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Erin O’Rear, and I am a mother of 
three young daughters, aged 8, 6, and 3. I am a stay-at-home parent, the Vice President of 
the Parent-Teacher Organization, and a member of the city of Perrysburg’s city council. I am 
firmly opposed to HB 531. 

 

I personally attended Catholic schools from kindergarten through 12th grade. My husband 
attended a secular private school but grew up in a religious home. When we had children, 
we made the conscious decision to send them to public schools. We strongly believe in the 
importance of secular education and the diversity of thought, which involves the absence 
of religious influence in our children’s schools—any religious influence. 

 

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution protects the rights of Americans to 
worship whatever god and religion they choose. However, it does not grant others the right 
to indoctrinate others’ children. 

 

I am struggling to understand the purpose of having religious chaplains instead of licensed 
mental health professionals, if not simply to promote a religious agenda. HB 531 is an 
inappropriate and unnecessary bill that will further erode the wall separating church and 
state. This is yet another transparent attempt to impose a religious agenda into our 
schools.  

 

 

I ask you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this bill. Thank you again for the 
opportunity to testify.  


