Opponent Testimony on SB 156
Ohio Senate

Chair, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to SB 156.

As a mother of children in public schools, | do not want this taught to my children. Government
should not be telling my family, or any family, how to live, what values to hold, or which life
choices are considered acceptable. There is no single “right” way to live, and legislation should
not be used to promote one path while implicitly discrediting others.

As an educator, | work with many families from different backgrounds who have taken different
paths in life. These families are loving, supportive, and deeply invested in their children’s
success. SB 156 sends the message that if a family’s choices do not align with a specific
viewpoint, then they are somehow “wrong.” No child should feel that their family structure,
beliefs, or lived experience is inferior because of a government mandate.

This bill places the government in the role of moral authority rather than respecting parents,
educators, and communities. That kind of intrusion undermines trust in public schools and
creates division where understanding should exist.

Additionally, SB 156 is fiscally irresponsible. Public schools across Ohio are already
underfunded and struggling to meet basic needs. Schools need more teachers, counselors,
mental health resources, and classroom support; not additional mandates that consume time,
money, and administrative capacity without improving student outcomes.

At a time when educators are doing more with less, this bill diverts focus away from real
solutions and toward enforcing ideology. That does not serve students, families, or taxpayers.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the committee to oppose SB 156.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Holly Thomas



