Chairperson Sarah Fowler Clark and members of the House Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Vella King. | am a resident of the

Hillsdale Local School District in Ashland County. | am strongly opposed to SB156 which requires
middle and high schools to teach students what’s known as the “Success Sequence” — that
they should graduate high school, get a job, get married, then have kids, in that order.

| am personally offended by this bill as it makes my husband and | look like we are failures and
will label young students as failures also. | don’t believe abortion to be birth control, so back in
1973, when abortion was legal, we found ourselves unexpectantly expecting a child (yes,
accidents happen!). We pondered our options and when | was 4 2 months pregnant, we got
married. We had some financial problems but none more than others during recessions and
economic downturns. | took 18 years to get my 2-year technical degree, all while working and
raising two children. | was actually the student of the year when | graduated. My husband and |
have been married 53 years this year, in spite of the fact that my parents divorced after my mom
had extramarital affairs. Yes, they did the Success Sequence but the marriage still failed. Your
indoctrination of Christian Nationalist views is disturbing particularly when neither this bill or
HB269 considers additional higher education as a tool for success.

| ask you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this really harmful bill. Thank you again for
the opportunity to testify.



