Opponent Testimony on Senate Bill 156 — “Success Sequence” Bill
Before the Ohio House Education Committee

Chair Arthur, Vice Chair Miller, Ranking Member Thomas, and members of the Ohio House
Education Committee,

My name is Pierre Wolfe, and I am a resident of Columbus, Ohio. I am writing in strong
opposition to Senate Bill 156, the so-called “Success Sequence” bill. While its proponents frame
this legislation as guidance for students, it promotes a narrow and ideological view of what a
successful life looks like. Ohio’s students come from diverse families, cultures, and economic
circumstances, and they deserve an education that respects that diversity rather than prescribing a
rigid life script that privileges one path over all others.

The “Success Sequence” concept—graduate high school, get a job, marry, and then have
children—is often presented as a universal formula for avoiding poverty. It is a simplistic
narrative that ignores the structural economic challenges many families face, including rising
housing costs, unequal access to higher education, health care disparities, and wage stagnation.
Teaching this framework in public school’s risks implying that those who do not follow this
exact sequence—single parents, LGBTQ families, people who choose not to marry, or those who
delay or forego having children—have somehow failed. Public education should empower
students with critical thinking and accurate information about economics, health, and
relationships, not promote a moralized life prescription.

Many observers—including sociologists such as Philip N. Cohen of the University of Maryland
and family policy researchers affiliated with the Council on Contemporary Families—have noted
that the “success sequence” narrative is frequently used in public policy debates not simply as
educational guidance, but as part of broader demographic concerns about declining marriage and
birthrates. Even institutions that promote the concept, such as the Brookings Institution and the
Institute for Family Studies, acknowledge that economic opportunity, education access, and
wages play major roles in whether individuals achieve stability. Reducing complex social and
economic outcomes to a simple life sequence risks misleading students and shifting attention
away from the structural policies that improve economic mobility.

Ohio’s public schools should prepare students for the real world—one in which there are many
valid paths to a fulfilling life. Senate Bill 156 does not expand opportunity; instead, it risks
stigmatizing students and families who do not conform to a particular social model. For these
reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to reject SB 156 and instead support policies that
genuinely expand opportunity and respect the diversity of Ohio’s students and families.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Pierre Wolfe
Columbus, Ohio



