
Chairman Brenne, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Education 
Committee, 
 
Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Maria Hettel. I am a family farmer in 
Norwalk, Huron County. I am strongly opposed to S.B. No 158.  
 
The “Success Sequence” is a terrible idea to incorporate into any school curriculum. To suggest that 
to be successful in life is to graduate high school, get a job, get married, then have kids (in that 
order) is simply wrong. As adults, we all know life is not this simple. So to be teaching children this 
will be setting them up for failure if they don’t complete one of these steps or do them out of order. 
All this will do is make them, as young adults, feel bad about themselves. The real failure will be the 
school system. 
 
I graduated from high school, pursued further education, worked part-time on and off while in 
college, have had very few gaps of unemployment since graduating, married at 37 and I’m unlikely 
to have children. I do not consider myself unsuccessful and no reasonable person would consider 
me one either. We have many reasons that led us to decide to not have children. Many of those 
have to do with the failures of American society: gun violence, racism, anti-LGBTQIA rhetoric, a 
broken public school system. Passing this law will only add to my list of reasons to not have 
children. 
 
This misleadingly named “success sequence” also underpins the outdated idea of a nuclear family. 
Simple research shows that the theory of a nuclear family is not realistic and can actually be 
detrimental to the members of those families. See: 
●​ “The Nuclear Family Was a Mistake” by David Brooks published in The Atlantic March 2020 
●​ The male breadwinner nuclear family is not the 'traditional' human family, and promotion of 
this myth may have adverse health consequences. By Sear R.  published in: Philos Trans R Soc 
Lond B Biol Sci. 2021 Jun 21;376(1827):20200020. doi: 10.1098/rstb.2020.0020. Epub 2021 May 3. 
PMID: 33938277; PMCID: PMC8090810. 
 
It upholds traditional gender norms that are no longer sustainable in today’s day and  
age. For example, men being the breadwinners and women raising the children. In this economy, 
it’s not possible for many 2 parent households for only one of them to earn. Furthermore, I know 
many young families that are a 2 parent household but either need or fortunately have help from 
extended family members. To be pushing a couple to have children when they aren’t in a financial 
position to do so is incredibly detrimental. 
 
This “success sequence” is narrow-minded and shallow. It does not take into account the reality and 
complexities of life. Of course we should be encouraging children to complete high school and find 
a career that fulfills them. And most of us hope to find a person to love and love us back. And 
ideally we want people who do want children to put serious thought into it beforehand. But to teach 
them that these are all milestones necessary to achieve success is misleading.  
 
Please do not do this to our young people. 
 
I ask you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this harmful bill. Thank you again for the 
opportunity to testify. 
 
Maria Hettel 


