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Chair Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the Education Committee, my name
is Douglas Berger, and | am the founder and President of the Secular Humanists of Western Lake Erie based in Toledo. We
oppose Senate Bill 156.

We do believe the mission of a public school is to teach children how to avoid being a burden to their community. We
feel that the curriculum used should always be the latest based on sound evidence for the topic being taught. We don't
believe the information to be taught because of SB 156 is sound or rational based on evidence.

This bill was composed with information from the Heritage Foundation, and it is not a coincidence that the so-called
"success sequence" happens to line up perfectly with the Purity Culture-like nonsense that conservative Christian
churches tend to push on children.

We strongly object to state laws and policies being based on religiously biased assumptions.
State Senator Kent Smith, in his comments on this bill said:

“Research and surveys show that poor Americans generally value work, education and marriage just as much as those in
the middle class. Their behavior is not a rejection of these ideals, but a reflection of their limited availability to act on
them due to systematic barriers.”

We are tired of politicians thinking that someone's social economic status is simply because of poor choices or not
praying hard enough. There have been plenty of studies done that show where our efforts should be placed.

It is a simple fact that there are many paths to success and the one proposed in this bill is not the ONLY path or even one
that really works, especially if the state ignores the foundations of the causes of poverty - like income inequality for one
example.

We liken this proposal to the requirement for students to learn Algebra - yes, the kids should learn it, but it is also true
very few will use it in real life. For the majority it just won't apply.

The same could be said for this "success sequence".

Thank you for your time,

Douglas Berger — President, Secular Humanists of Western Lake Erie
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