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To Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and Members of the 

House Education Committee: 

I write in opposition to Senate Bill 156, the “success sequence.” I am not opposed to telling 

children that it is tougher to do well financially if you are a single parent or if you don’t complete 

a high school education. I am opposed to offering a curriculum that only exists in the evangelical 

Christian sphere, and that the curriculum (and this bill) falls far short of any meaningful help to 

youth who are at risk of living below the poverty line as adults. The “Success Sequence” is little 

more than abstinence education in different clothing. We know that abstinence education does 

not work. i  

• “Complete at least a high school education.” Why not advocate for college or training in 

a trade? These are much more likely to result in success. “An extensive body 

of research has argued that obtaining a college diploma is a good deal for graduates on 

almost any measure – from higher earnings to lower unemployment rates.” ii 

 

• “Obtain full-time work.” The current Ohio minimum wage is $11.00 an hour. With a 40-

hour work week, that high school graduate would be earning roughly $23,000 annually, 

before taxes. The poverty lie for a husband, wife, and one child is $27,320.iii Simply 

saying “get a job” is not the answer. 

 

• “Marry before having children.” Are we shaming single parents who, by choice or not, 

have successfully raised children alone? And where is the state safety net in helping 

students succeed in school, go to college, have a well-paying career (not a “job”) with 

upward mobility? These are the things that contribute to success, not simple abstinence. 

 

• “Grades six to twelve.” The “Success Sequence” is a sentence, or at best a short 

discussion on a single day in middle school. Why is it necessary to use up valuable 

teaching time, every year for seven straight years, to implement an entire curriculum? 

Knowing students as I do, they will be laughing at their teachers by grade nine.  

With a greater need to teach literacy, numeracy, and creative and critical thinking, I encourage 

this Committee to abandon this unfunded mandate to teach the Success Sequence. Teachers, and 

the state of Ohio, have more important things to do to point their students toward success. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2014/02/11/the-rising-cost-of-not-going-to-college/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/27/upshot/is-college-worth-it-clearly-new-data-say.html


 

 
i https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/news/abstinence-only-education-failure  
 
ii https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2016/10/06/5-the-value-of-a-college-education/  
 
iii https://www.healthcare.gov/glossary/federal-poverty-level-
fpl/#:~:text=Table_title:%20Federal%20poverty%20levels%20Table_content:%20header:%20%7C,income:%20$32%
2C150%20%7C%202026%20income:%20$33%2C000%20%7C  
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