OPPONENT TESTIMONY

Ohio House Education Committee
Regarding HB 269 — “Success Sequence” Curriculum Mandate
March 17, 2026

Chairwoman Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the House
Education Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Tracy Reiss, and | am a constituent from Akron. | am
strongly and unequivocally opposed to HB 269.

This bill has no business being in an Ohio classroom. HB 269 would require our public schools to teach
children that there is one correct path to a successful life — graduate, get a job, get married, then have
children. One script. One path. Handed down by the state as though it were fact. This is not education.
This is indoctrination. It is a profound government overreach into the deeply personal lives of Ohio
families — and we should be furious it has made it this far.

Think about who is sitting in those classrooms. The child raised by a single mother working two jobs. The
child with two dads, or grandparents as guardians. The teenager who has already faced poverty, housing
instability, or trauma — for whom “marry first, then have kids” is a luxury their reality cannot afford. For
LGBTQ+ students — already among the most at-risk for depression and suicide — this bill delivers a
devastating message: your future doesn’t fit the template. Your family doesn’t measure up. We would be
asking teachers to look those students in the eye and tell them their families’ lives are cautionary tales.
That is cruel. That is shameful.

Supporters point to research claiming the “success sequence” reduces poverty. But correlation is not
causation, and cherry-picked statistics are not a curriculum. Poverty is structural. You cannot teach your
way out of unaffordable housing. You cannot lecture your way past stagnant wages and inaccessible
healthcare. Reducing generational hardship to a checklist that vulnerable students “failed to follow” is not
just intellectually dishonest — it is a lie we would be telling Ohio’s most at-risk kids. They deserve better
than that.

Ohio students deserve an education that equips them to think critically and make informed decisions
about their own lives — not a government-mandated life script. Our teachers deserve to be trusted, not
burdened with yet another ideological mandate that conflicts with the real families in their classrooms.

| ask you to vote NO on this harmful, overreaching bill. Ohio’s children — all of them, from every kind of
family — are counting on you to protect them, not prescribe their futures. Thank you.

Respectfully submitted,
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