Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to send testimony.

My name is Emily Johnson and | have strong opposition to SB 156 and HB 269.

My husband and | have been residents of Solon, OH, for twenty years with the exception of 13 months
when we lived in Tampa, Florida. That year we decided to move our family to the sunshine state thinking
that the grass would be greener and all our cares would melt away in all that sunshine. We learned in 13
months that Florida schools did not compare to the education that our children received in the Ohio public
school district that we left. We returned to our beloved hometown in Ohio and our public schools. We
believe that Ohio public schools can successfully prepare students for success, but not through this bill.

This bill is backed by The Center for Christian Virtue and the Heritage Foundation, both Christian
Nationalist organizations, which | do not believe should be guiding our education policy making. This bill
is not about setting our kids up for success, but indoctrination.

There are many paths to success in life. Every student deserves the chance to pursue a future that
reflects their own values and goals. It's not up to the state to teach in our public schools, that one path in
life is better than another. Ohioans value their independence and right to make their own decisions about
their own lives. Once again this bill strips authority away from our own locally elected school boards and a
huge overreach by our government and our state lawmakers.

Additionally, this bill risks stigmatizing children who come from homes and families that do not match this
so-called “success sequence,” sending a dangerous and disturbing message about who is welcome in
Ohio and who isn’t. | work in a preschool and serve many “non-traditional” families that would be receiving
mixed messages if this bill were to pass. Their families should not have to prove their value and right to
belong in our community.

If we want to set our students up for success, might | suggest increasing our school funding as is
mandated by our state constitution? Giving our PUBLIC schools the necessary resources will go a much
longer way in setting our kids up for success and that’'s where | would like to see my tax dollars at work.

Our public school system should represent the diversity of students and families across Ohio.
Senate Bill 156 and House Bill 269 fail to do that. | urge you to stand up for inclusion, fight against
indoctrination, and protect every student's right to define success for themselves.

Please vote NO on SB 156 and HB 269.
Thank you for your time and consideration
Emily Johnson
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