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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the Ohio House
Education Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 156. My name is Dr. Christina
Collins, and | serve as the Executive Director of Honesty for Ohio Education. We are a statewide,
nonpartisan coalition dedicated to ensuring that every child in Ohio has access to a high-quality,
inclusive, and honest education. Our coalition now includes more than 90 organizations across the
state.

Our partners have expressed a range of serious concerns about the “success sequence” curriculum. |
will focus today on just two.

First, SB 156 requires teachers to praise one incredibly specific series of life events over all others.
Even if teachers do so with care and compassion, they are still implying that all other life paths are
suboptimal. This will almost certainly lead to feelings of shame and insecurity for students whose

families have not followed the “Success Sequence,” as well as an increase in bullying.

Bullying is already a significant issue in schools across the country. Nationwide, nearly 1 in 5 students
aged 12 to 18 reported being bullied at school during the 2021-2022 school year. We know this is a
problem in Ohio as well. Here are just a few examples:
e Akron Public Schools reported 68 bullying incidents in the first quarter of the 2024-2025
school year that were troubling enough to result in a formal investigative process.
e Persistent bullying at Mentor Schools has led to walkouts and protests over the past several
years.
e According to the Safer Ohio School Tip Line, there were 359 calls related to bullying and
harassment in 2024.
e This study found Ohio to have some of the highest rates of online bullying and bullying on
school grounds of any state nationwide.

SB 156 is dangerous. We should not pass any legislation that gives students a pathway for ranking
themselves.



Second, this bill spotlights a broader and ongoing concern. Senate Bill 156 would be yet another
ill-fitting piece in Ohio’s patchwork health curriculum. Each new topic required by the state — whether
about personal responsibility, sexuality, nutrition, lifestyle, or safety — merely adds to a piecemeal
curriculum that has long been lacking comprehensive, research-based guidance and an overall
framework.

The Ohio Revised Code (3301.0718) currently prohibits the Department of Education and Workforce
from adopting statewide health education standards without the support of the general assembly. As
a result, Ohio remains the only state in the nation without statewide health curriculum standards.

Rather than developing a coherent, age-appropriate, evidence-based health framework, the
legislature continues to pass one-off requirements at the whim of individual legislators. These
miscellaneous requirements often leave key topics untouched, crucial questions unanswered, and
even sometimes contradict one another’s teachings.

In our view, this “success sequence” proposal is not simply about adding one more lesson; it’s also
emblematic of the cost of continuing to legislate topic by topic, without a holistic framework that
ensures alignment, developmental appropriateness, and local flexibility.

It’s time for the legislature to end Ohio’s prohibition on adopting comprehensive health education
standards. Our students deserve consistency, clarity, and the benefit of current research. Educators
would benefit from a consistent set of standards, not a disconnected list of mandates, and our
communities deserve confidence that what is taught in their children’s school reflects sound
educational practices.

This committee could choose right now to pause work on fragmented policy stopgaps like SB 156 and
instead lead the effort to allow the Department of Education and Workforce to finally develop lasting
standards that ensure all students receive comprehensive, accurate, and developmentally appropriate
health education.

Our coalition strongly urges you to oppose SB 156 and instead allow Ohio to join 49 other states in
creating long-term health education standards. Thank you again for your time and thoughtful
consideration of our concerns.



