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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the House
Education Committee:

Thank you for allowing me to submit this written testimony today. My name is Jeanne Melvin,
and | am a retired public-school teacher and Board Member of Public Education Partners (PEP),
a statewide education organization run by volunteers with years of experience in the field of
education.

The PEP Board and | are opposed to mandating that public school districts teach the “Success
Sequence,” HB 269 (SB 156), just as we are opposed to other bills diminishing parents’ rights by
bringing religious viewpoints into our public schools. Parents’ rights are infringed whenever the
government dictates a formula for a family’s values, rather than allowing the parents to raise
their children according to their own values.

HB 269 (SB 156) is the epitome of government overreach.

Supporters of House Bill 269 (SB 156) claim that the so-called Success Sequence program is not
religious-based, although conservative groups such as the Heritage Foundation, the American
Enterprise Institute, and the Center for Christian Virtue (CCV) praise this bill.

As of early 2026, Ohio has proposed, and/or passed, several bills significantly increasing the role
of religion in public schools. Key laws include mandating "released time" for religious
instruction, proposing legislation to teach the positive impacts of Christianity, listing the Ten
Commandments as historic documents, allowing chaplains to volunteer as school counselors,
and "parents' bill of rights" initiatives, which include policies that allow religious viewpoints to
be presented in schools.

Those policies, heavily supported by the Ohio Christian Alliance and other religious groups, are
part of a broader push to increase religious (particularly Christian) influence into our public
school system.

The “Success Sequence” is the name for anti-poverty ideology that claims to make students
“less likely to live in poverty in adulthood” if they are taught to

e get a high school education
e find a full-time job
e get married before having a baby



In that order.

HB 269 (SB 156) would require the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce to develop
statewide standards and a model curriculum to implement teaching the Success Sequence in
schools, and schools would be mandated to incorporate the Success Sequence into their
curriculum for grades 6 through 12.

The Success Sequence may sound like practical life advice, but this narrow model for life success
ignores obstacles that Ohio’s children face and the problems that individual effort cannot
overcome.

Do we really want students to blame themselves for living in poverty, rather than recognize that
systemic barriers can limit the economic mobility of certain groups regardless of individual
choices?

House Bill 269 (SB 156) may offer some lawmakers an acceptable way of framing poverty as a
matter of personal failure rather than systemic design, but we can all agree that the notion is a
shortsighted perspective.

We ask you to consider this written testimony and vote NO on House Bill 269 (SB 156.)

Please tell your legislative leaders that Ohio poverty policy should instead address a 13.2%
poverty rate, which exceeds the national average, with particular focus on food assistance,
childcare, and workforce development.

Thank you for your service!

Jeanne Melvin

and the Board of Public Education Partners



