March 16, 2026
To: House Education Committee
Re: Opposition Testimony to SB 156

The State of Ohio cannot legislate success. SB 156 attempts to do just that. The
purpose of education is not to promote a limited “success sequence” lifestyle but to
provide students with the necessary practical and social skills so that they can apply
and build upon those skills to lead a successful life.

Telling students that the only path to success is to get married and have children is a lie
and an affront to students who desire to pursue a career path that requires higher
education.

When | was in my junior year of public high school in 1972, | told my counselor that
attending a four-year college was not for me. He didn’t have any career advice to offer.
I’m sure it would have been illegal if he had told me that my only option for a
successful life was to find a husband, get married and have children.

My public education gave me the ability to obtain my first job as a receptionist at a law
firm. | eventually became a paralegal at two Fortune 500 corporations and graduated
from a private college summa cum laude. Success achieved. And | didn’t need a
husband or children to achieve that success.

By forcing students to “learn” that marriage and parenthood is the only path to success
is to mistakenly assume that all marriages are amicable and between a man and a
woman. They are not. Teach students basic skills so that they can define success on
their own terms.

SB 156 is a classic example of blatant government overreach and should not pass out
of committee.



