
Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the 
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. 
 
My name is Rita Maimbourg and I have strong opposition to SB 156 and HB 269. 
 
I am a retired attorney who has lived in Ohio since the late 1970s.   
 
I am a firm believer in public education and believe that our state legislature should be funding 
public schools as mandated by our state constitution.  Instead of doing that, the legislature 
seems to be fixated on passing laws that hurt our children.  The current example of that is found 
in SB 156 and HB 269, bills backed by The Center for Christian Virtue and the Heritage 
Foundation, both Christian Nationalist organizations.   
 
This bill requires public schools to teach that people who complete at least a high school 
education, work full time and marry before having children are less likely to live in poverty in 
adulthood.  This “success sequence” bill ignores that there are many paths to success in life 
and that everyone deserves a chance to pursue a life that reflects their own values and goals.  
The state should get out of the business of telling people how to run their lives!    
 
This bill tells impressionable students that there is only one path to success, including marriage.  
What about people in the LGBTQ+ community?  This bill tells them that they cannot be 
successful without marriage.  That is a blatant falsehood and will contribute to the “brain gain” 
from Ohio.  
 
Our state legislature seems determined to eliminate diversity of thought from the lives of 
everyday Ohioans.  We do not want that, especially in our public schools.  Please vote NO on 
SB 156 and HB 269. 
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