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Chairwoman Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the House
Education Committee, my name is Christian R. Davis, M.Ed., Founder of the Cincinnati Parent
Empowerment Network (CPEN). | am honored to provide testimony in strong support of Ohio Senate Bill
19, a critical legislative effort to enhance academic intervention services and establish comprehensive
mathematics improvement and intervention plans within Ohio’s public schools.

As an organization dedicated to empowering families and advocating for equitable educational
opportunities, CPEN recognizes that student achievement in core subjects such as math and reading is
fundamental to long-term success. SB 19 strategically targets the urgent need to address the alarming
number of Ohio students performing below grade level—particularly those scoring “limited” on
statewide assessments—and ensures that targeted, evidence-based interventions are systematically
implemented to close achievement gaps.

The Significance of SB 19

This bill represents a vital step toward aligning Ohio’s educational policies with the realities faced by our
most vulnerable students. By requiring schools to develop and execute structured intervention plans—
especially in mathematics—SB 19 ensures that students who are most at risk receive the timely,
personalized support necessary to thrive academically. The bill’s focus on early identification,
continuous monitoring, and parental involvement creates a framework for accountability and
measurable progress.

Equally important is SB 19’s emphasis on equitable access to high-quality instructional resources,
professional development for educators, and data-driven decision-making. These components are
essential for fostering an environment where every child, regardless of socioeconomic background, can
succeed.

Addressing Urgent Needs

Statistics reveal a distressing reality: approximately 20.7% of Ohio students and nearly 30% of students
in math scored at the “limited” level last year. These numbers underscore an urgent need for
comprehensive intervention strategies to prevent long-term academic failure. SB 19’s provisions for free
tutoring, extended instructional support, and regular progress updates empower parents and guardians
to actively participate in their children’s educational journey.
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Furthermore, the bill promotes transparency and responsiveness by mandating schools to communicate
progress and provide resources to families—an essential component for building trust and collaboration
between families and educators.

Ensuring Sustainable Implementation

While concerns about costs and resource allocation are valid, the core principle remains clear: investing
in targeted intervention and early support yields long-term benefits, including higher graduation rates,
increased college and career readiness, and stronger communities. We encourage policymakers to
consider SB 19 as a strategic investment in Ohio’s future—one that requires adequate funding,
professional development, and shared responsibility among all stakeholders.

The Role of Families and Community Engagement

CPEN firmly believes that meaningful parental involvement is a catalyst for student achievement. SB 19’s
emphasis on parent engagement aligns with our mission to empower families with knowledge and
advocacy skills. When parents are informed, engaged, and supported, they become vital partners in
their children’s education, helping to foster a school climate conducive to learning and success.

Our organization’s initiatives, including community outreach and advocacy training, demonstrate that
when families are equipped with tools and voice, they can influence positive change in their schools and
communities.

Conclusion

In closing, | urge the Ohio General Assembly to pass SB 19 without delay. This legislation embodies a
commitment to educational equity, accountability, and excellence. It recognizes that every Ohio child
deserves access to high-quality instruction, timely interventions, and the support necessary to reach
their full potential.

By investing in these initiatives today, Ohio can take a decisive step toward closing achievement gaps,
strengthening our schools, and building a brighter future for all students.

Thank you.
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