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Chair Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members 
of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to hear my concerns about 
SB 19.  
 

My name is Amy Mondillo, and I have enjoyed teaching elementary school 
in Ohio for over 20 years. I am providing written testimony today because I 
feel the implementation of Math Improvement and Monitoring Plans 
(MIMPs) will not improve student learning outcomes in K-12 mathematics.  
 

I am concerned that excessive assessments and excessive progress 
monitoring tasks required by MIMPs will interfere with daily instruction by 
taking valuable learning time, disrupt instructional opportunities, while 
taking away from teaching, learning, and acceleration opportunities in the 
classroom.  
 

Teachers use various data tools to monitor and assess student progress, 
such as OST results, i-Ready beginning, middle, and end-of-year 
assessments, and module Mastery Connect tests. Many districts use 
approved computer-based programs that provide individualized student 
learning pathways for individualized learning opportunities. Teachers also 
use regular summative and formative assessments during instruction to 
adjust lessons in order to maximize teacher planning and student learning. 
More districts are beginning to require a daily spiral math review to help 
students review and master math priority standards throughout the 
year. Implementing MIMPS would add excessive testing in our classrooms 
and less learning opportunities. 
 

Using assessment data with fidelity is necessary. However, I worry the 
implementation of MIMPs will create excessive testing in our classrooms 
and place a focus on isolated math skills rather than the critical-thinking 
approach focused on the many concepts required in quality math 
instruction.  
 

I believe in the assess–plan–teach model, which uses multiple data 
sources to guide instruction, and to provide intervention and acceleration 
opportunities during tier one, tier two, and tier three instruction.  
 



Teaching math involves using the Ohio state standard-based curriculum 
focused on a series of interconnected skills and the relationships between 
concepts and their applications to real-world examples. This is what our 
students need to be prepared in school and to be prepared for the future 
workforce they will one day enter. 
 

When math is connected to real-world examples, students become active 
participants in their learning and gain a deeper understanding of 
mathematical concepts and strategies rather than relying only on rote 
memorization and assessing isolated skills. MIMPs would shift the focus to 
individual testing data points and excessive assessments, which would 
not benefit student growth. Our students are more than a testing data point. 
 

Mathematical discourse is another method used to encourage students to 
explain their thinking and the strategies they use in group settings. When 
students work together and verbalize their reasoning, it leads to a higher 
retention of skills and a greater understanding of problem-solving 
strategies—skills needed for continued learning in K-12 and for the future 
careers they will pursue. MIMPs do the opposite by keeping student 
learning focused on isolated skills and the progress monitoring of those 
isolated skills.  
 

School districts in Ohio just completed extensive Science of Reading 
training, which is very beneficial to student learning. There is a significant 
amount of reading required when students solve complex math problems. 
The Science of Reading based education our students are receiving should 
begin to impact their mathematics experiences in the classroom. 
Additionally, districts have had a laser-like focus on implementing the 
Science of Reading, and many are now shifting part of that focus toward 
improving math achievement for students.  
 

I understand, and share your desire to improve math achievement in K–12, 
but I do not feel MIMPs will accomplish this goal. I respectfully ask you to 
reconsider the implementation of Math Improvement and Monitoring Plans.  
Thank you for your time and consideration in this important matter.  
 
Amy Mondillo  
Elementary Teacher  
 


