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Sponsor Testimony for HB 634, Eligibility to participate in interscholastic athletics 

 

Chair Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and 
members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide 
testimony on House Bill 634. 
 

House Bill 634 is about a simple idea. If a student has to change schools 
because of a legitimate mental health concern, we should not punish that 
student by taking away their ability to participate in athletics. 

 

Right now, the system does not always distinguish between a transfer for 
competitive reasons and a transfer because a student is struggling. A student 
dealing with anxiety, depression, bullying, or an unsafe environment may 
finally make the decision to move schools, and the result is they are forced to 
sit out. That is not a neutral outcome. For many of these students, athletics 
are not just extracurricular. They are structure, connection, and stability. 

 

In many cases today, these students are forced to come to Columbus and sit 
in front of total strangers to defend deeply personal situations. Some families 
feel they have no choice but to hire legal counsel just to navigate the process. 
That is a heavy burden to place on a student who is already dealing with a 
difficult circumstance. 
 

The people who know these students best are in their own communities. 
Local coaches, athletic directors, teachers, board members, and 



superintendents understand the situation on the ground. They are closer to the 
facts and better positioned to make a fair decision. 

 

We already trust schools to handle difficult student situations every day. 
When a student transfers for serious reasons, we do not tell them they cannot 
participate in academics, STEM programs, debate, or other school activities. 
But when we add the word athlete, the rules change. That inconsistency does 
not make sense, and it is not fair to the student. 

 

This bill creates a path so that when a transfer is tied to a documented mental 
health need, the student can continue to participate, with decisions grounded 
at the local level where appropriate. 
 

At the same time, this is not about opening the door to abuse. It is about 
drawing a clear line between legitimate need and manipulation of the system. 

 

We are not changing the entire eligibility structure. We are fixing a gap 
where the current approach can unintentionally harm students who are 
already in a difficult place. 
 

This is a fair, common sense approach that puts students first. 

 

I respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 634. 

 


