
Senator Brenner, 

I am writing as a public school educator from Northwest Ohio to express my opposition to Ohio 
Senate Bill 19 as it is currently proposed. 

Let me first say that I agree with the goal behind this legislation. More absolutely needs to be 
done to support students struggling in mathematics. Educators see those struggles every single 
day, and no teacher is opposed to helping students receive stronger intervention and support. 

What educators are questioning is how Ohio expects schools to implement yet another 
sweeping mandate while simultaneously reducing the financial capacity of districts to carry it 
out. 

I also think it is important to recognize that the realities facing many districts across Ohio look 
very different from those in the communities represented by your district. Districts in Delaware 
County and surrounding areas often have stronger property tax bases, more stable enrollment, 
and greater financial flexibility than the urban, rural, and working-class districts making up much 
of public education across Ohio. 

That is not the reality for the mass majority of public school educators and students in this state. 

Here in Northwest Ohio, my own district, Springfield Local Schools, just saw its levy fail by a 
wide margin, with nearly 60% voting against it. Meanwhile, Toledo Public Schools is facing an 
approximately $68 million budget deficit and discussing restructuring, staffing reductions, and 
building closures just to remain financially stable. 

Across Ohio, districts are laying off teachers and cutting programs because they cannot sustain 
current staffing levels. Yet schools are now being told they must build entirely new intervention 
systems requiring additional assessments, progress monitoring, parent communication, 
documentation, and staffing. 

Under the expectations outlined in SB 19, many buildings would realistically need to hire at least 
three additional staff members to implement these requirements with fidelity. Schools would 
need intervention specialists, math support staff, and additional personnel to handle the 
documentation and reporting demands alone. 

Who is paying for this? 

Because right now, educators are being handed mandates without funding, again. 

At the same time, Ohio has continued expanding voucher spending while stepping away from 
full implementation of the Fair School Funding Plan. Public schools are being asked to do more 
with fewer resources while communities are already struggling to pass levies just to maintain 
basic operations. 



Teachers are already carrying overwhelming responsibilities: testing mandates, dyslexia laws, 
intervention documentation, special education compliance, curriculum implementation 
requirements, progress monitoring, EMIS reporting, evaluations, safety requirements, behavior 
systems, and constantly shifting accountability measures. 

At some point, lawmakers must recognize a basic reality: time is finite. 

There are only so many instructional minutes in a school day. Teachers cannot continuously add 
intervention blocks, assessments, meetings, individualized plans, and documentation 
requirements without something else being removed. Many schools are already struggling to fit 
reading intervention, math instruction, science, social studies, specials, recess, and mandated 
testing into one day. 

I am honestly not even sure where districts are expected to find the time, staffing, or funding to 
fully implement what SB 19 requires. 

Educators are exhausted from being told to “do more with less.” Students deserve meaningful 
support systems that are realistically funded and sustainable; not another unfunded mandate 
disconnected from the realities facing most Ohio public schools. 

If Ohio truly believes math intervention is a priority, then the state must fully fund public 
education, recommit to the Fair School Funding Plan, and provide districts with the staffing and 
financial resources necessary to implement these systems successfully. 

Our students deserve support. Ohio’s children deserve better.  

But schools cannot build new systems out of thin air. 

Respectfully, 

Holly Thomas​
Educator 

 


