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Dear Committee,  

As a school district, we appreciate the General Assembly’s commitment to ensuring high-quality literacy 
and mathematics instruction for Ohio students. However, we urge careful consideration regarding the 
implementation timeline and operational impact of Substitute SB 19. 

Over the past three years, our district has made significant gains in mathematics achievement using 
i-Ready as our primary diagnostic and instructional support tool. The consistency of implementation has 
allowed our teachers, intervention staff, and administrators to build deep familiarity with the assessment 
system, align instructional practices to student data, and establish a strong MTSS process centered on 
timely and actionable information. 

Mandating a transition to a different diagnostic assessment at this stage could disrupt the momentum we 
are currently seeing in student growth. Beyond the academic implications, districts are already navigating 
substantial challenges related to staffing, curriculum implementation, intervention planning, professional 
development, and state reporting requirements. A forced transition on an accelerated timeline would 
require additional training, new implementation processes, revised data protocols, and significant 
financial investment , all while educators are working to maintain stability for students. 

We respectfully ask lawmakers to consider the realities districts are facing regarding timeline, cost, 
implementation burden, and operational disruption. If changes to approved assessment lists move 
forward, districts would benefit greatly from delayed implementation timelines and increased local 
flexibility so that existing successful systems are not unnecessarily interrupted. 

Our district’s experience demonstrates that sustained implementation of a high-quality diagnostic system 
can produce measurable student growth. We encourage the committee to preserve flexibility for districts 
that are already demonstrating success and to avoid policies that may unintentionally disrupt positive 
academic outcomes for students. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,​
 

Mark Edwards​
Assistant Superintendent​
Reading Community City School District 

 


