| am writing on behalf of Sandusky City Schools to formally express our concern
regarding the exclusion of the i-Ready Mathematics Assessment from the approved K-3
Mathematics Diagnostic list for the upcoming school year. As the District Math Coach, |
have seen firsthand how critical alignment between assessment and instruction is for
student growth. Our district has made a significant, six-year board-approved
commitment to the i-Ready Classroom Mathematics curriculum. The decision to
separate the curriculum from its native diagnostic creates an unnecessary and
counterproductive hurdle for our educators and students.

Our appeal is based on the following critical factors:

e Instructional Coherence and Proven Quality: i-Ready Classroom Mathematics
received a perfect score from EdReports, confirming its alignment with Ohio’s
Learning Standards. By approving the curriculum but rejecting the diagnostic, the
Department is effectively dismantling the "Assess-to-Instruction” loop that is the
hallmark of high-quality tier-one instruction.

e Mitigation of Over-Testing: Forcing Sandusky’s K-3 students to take a separate,
"approved" diagnostic in addition to the i-Ready placement exams required for
our curriculum adds three to six days of testing per year. This redundant testing
directly reduces instructional minutes and places an undue burden on the
social-emotional well-being of our youngest learners.

e Alignment with OTES 2.0 and HQSD: The Department currently recognizes the
i-Ready diagnostic as a valid source of High-Quality Student Data (HQSD) for
teacher evaluations. It is logically inconsistent to trust this data for high-stakes
personnel evaluations while deeming it insufficient for a K-3 diagnostic
screening.

e Fiscal and Operational Responsibility: Our Board of Education has invested in
i-Ready through 2031 to ensure stability for our staff and students. Requiring a
second diagnostic vendor forces the district to split its focus, professional
development resources, and budget between competing platforms, diluting the

impact of our primary instructional tool.



We respectfully request that the Department reconsider the inclusion of i-Ready
Mathematics for the K-3 Diagnostic list to ensure that districts like Sandusky City
Schools can maintain a streamlined, data-driven, and student-centered approach to
mathematics instruction.

| am available to discuss the specific impacts on our district data and instructional

workflows at your earliest convenience.



