I am writing regarding the recently released approved list of mathematics diagnostics. | am
very concerned that the i-Ready Math Diagnostic is not included on this list.

Our district has been using i-Ready for many years and has experienced strong success
with both the diagnostic assessment and the instructional pathways that follow. Over time,
we have seen a clear correlation between our use of i-Ready and improved student
performance on the Ohio State Tests. In addition, we rely on many other i-Ready tools and
resources that support instruction, intervention, and student growth.

Our teachers, students, and families are very familiar with i-Ready and understand how it
supports student learning. Removing it from the approved list creates significant
challenges for districts like ours that have invested time, training, and resources into
effective implementation.

One major concern in education right now is the issue of over-testing. Unfortunately, if i-
Ready is not approved, over-testing is exactly what will occur. Our district would be
required to administer a different approved diagnostic to meet state requirements, while
also continuing to administer i-Ready in order to maintain access to the instructional
pathways and resources that our students depend on. This would result in additional
testing for our students, including K-3 students, and would reduce valuable instructional
time.

In addition, this change would create an unexpected financial burden. Districts would be
required to purchase an additional diagnostic assessment solely to meet compliance
requirements, even when an effective system is already in place. This comes at atime
when many districts, including ours, are projected to lose funding due to recent funding
changes. This burden is unfair to both taxpayers and students.

| respectfully request that the Ohio Department of Education reconsider the exclusion of i-
Ready Math Diagnostic from the approved list or provide districts with flexibility to continue
using assessments that have proven to be effective and well-established in practice.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Amy Akers



