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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the 
Ohio House Education Committee: 

My name is Joshua Ferry, and I am submitting opponent testimony regarding Senate Bill 
156 (“SB 156”). While I appreciate the intent to promote student success, I am concerned 
that the bill defines the “success sequence” in an overly narrow and prescriptive manner—
specifically: 

1. Graduate high school 

2. Enter the workforce 

3. Get married 

4. Have children 

This framework does not reflect the diverse and legitimate pathways students pursue after 
high school. Many graduates continue their education at community colleges or four-year 
universities, enter apprenticeships or skilled trades, military service, seminary education 
and other routes. SB 156 assumes that immediate workforce entry is the default or 
preferred route, which does not align with the realities or aspirations of many Ohio 
students. 

Additionally, the bill presumes that marriage and parenthood are universal milestones. 
However an increasingly numbers of young adults, including myself, are choosing to 
remain child-free for personal, medical, financial, or political reasons. A state-endorsed 
sequence that elevates marriage and childbearing as markers of “success” risks 
marginalizing students whose goals differ or whose circumstances do not align with this 
model. 

During Senate hearings, opponent testimony outnumbered proponent testimony by a 
margin of 45 to 18. This significant imbalance reflects broad public concern that SB 156 
promotes a narrow cultural message rather than evidence-based educational policy. The 
implication that success is contingent upon following a specific life script—work, marriage, 
children—lacks empirical grounding and does not serve the diverse needs of Ohio’s 
student population. 



If the goal is to improve student outcomes and decrease poverty, I urge the Ohio General to 
focus on policies that directly enhance student safety, well-being, and opportunity. 
Ensuring that schools are secure environments, addressing gun violence, and expanding 
access to mental health resources would have a far more meaningful impact on student 
success than prescribing a life sequence that many Ohioans neither follow nor desire. Ohio 
should have the strictest gun laws in the U.S.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. I respectfully ask the committee to 
reject SB 156. 

 


