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Chair Sarah Fowler Arthur, Vice-Chair Mike Odioso, Ranking Member Sean P. Brennan, and 

members of the Education Committee of the Ohio House, thank you for considering my written 

testimony. 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 156. 

While the so-called three-step success sequence may describe one path that works for some 

people, it is not a universal formula for success. It overlooks structural barriers, unequal access 

to opportunity, and the need for broader systemic reform. Ohio’s students deserve policies that 

reflect the complexity of their lives and experiences, not a one-size-fits-all message. 

The success sequence tells students that people who finish school, work full-time, and marry 

before having children are more likely to have positive outcomes. However, this is a correlation, 

not proof of causation. It does not show that following these steps causes success. In many cases, 

outcomes are also shaped by factors such as financial stability, mental health, family support, 

educational opportunity, and access to resources. 

According to an April 2026 article in Education Week about the success sequence, “Fifty percent 

of all respondents had met all three milestones or were in the “on track” group, but there were 

wide variations among populations. Fifty-seven percent of white respondents and 63% of Asian 

respondents had completed the sequence or were on track, compared to 24% of Black and 42% 

of Hispanic respondents. Thirty-one percent of respondents who grew up in a lower-income 

household followed the sequence or were “on track,” compared to 65% of those who were raised 

in higher-income homes, the analysis found.” (This data came from 2017 analysis of federal 

data by the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for Family Studies.) 

 

Strong schools, good jobs, fair wages, affordable childcare, accessible healthcare, and stable 

housing do far more to support young people than a simplified sequence of personal milestones. 

If Ohio wants students to thrive, we should focus on the conditions that help them succeed. 

Whether someone is single or married, chooses to raise a family or not, each path through 

adulthood deserves dignity and respect. 

Please vote NO on Senate Bill 156. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn Martin 

2354 Ohio Avenue 

Cincinnati, OH 45219 

 

https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/IFS-MillennialSuccessSequence-Final.pdf
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/IFS-MillennialSuccessSequence-Final.pdf

