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Chair Fowler-Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and Members of the 

Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. My name is Amanda Fontana. I am a mother 

of three, social worker, an independent care provider, a disability advocate, and an elected 

member of the New Philadelphia City Schools Board of Education. I am writing to you today as 

a local leader and a parent who sees the direct, unfiltered realities facing Ohio’s families every 

single day. I urge you to vote no on Senate Bill 156.

While proponents frame this "success sequence" curriculum as a tool for poverty prevention, it is 

actually an overreaching, state-mandated lecture that ignores the real lives of Ohioans. In New 

Philadelphia, our school board is focused on urgent, practical challenges, like managing 100-

year-old buildings and keeping outdated boiler systems running. Forcing schools to adopt a rigid, 

scripted curriculum takes valuable time away from actual workforce development and 

foundational academics. 

Furthermore, it misinterprets poverty entirely. Generational poverty in our communities is driven 

by structural failures, a lack of local job opportunities, and skyrocketing property taxes, not a 

lack of personal willpower.

 Most critically, this bill deeply marginalizes the very students we are meant to protect. The strict 

three-step model of graduating, working full-time, and marrying before having children 

completely isolates students with developmental disabilities. As a disability advocate, I know 

that many individuals with specialized needs or caregiving roles rely on critical part-time work 

and state support infrastructure to survive. A full-time job is not a realistic marker of worth or 

success for everyone. Codifying this single, state-sanctioned lifestyle also alienates children 

raised by resilient single parents, loving grandparents, or unconventional family structures. It 

tells these children that their families are inherently less than.

If the General Assembly truly wants to combat generational poverty and support families, the 

solution is not to micro-manage personal family decisions from Columbus. True economic relief 

comes from passing permanent property tax reform, fully funding our public schools, ensuring 

liveable wages, and expanding healthcare access.
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Our public classrooms must remain dedicated to inclusive environments that lift up every child, 

regardless of their family background. Please respect the diverse, lived experiences of Ohio’s 

working families and vote NO on Senate Bill 156.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and dedication to Ohio’s students.

Respectfully,

Amanda Fontana, MSW


