
Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and Members of the House 
Education Committee: 

I am submitting this testimony in steadfast opposition to Senate Bill 156.  

This legislation, introduced by Senator Cutrona and passed by the Senate, seeks to mandate a 
"success sequence" curriculum for Ohio students in grades 6 through 12. Under this bill, school 
districts would be required to teach a three-pronged framework asserting that completing high 
school, obtaining full-time work, and marrying before having children makes individuals 
"overwhelmingly less likely to live in poverty." 

While this is packaged as an educational standard, it is nothing more than ideological 
propaganda that shifts the blame for systemic inequality onto the life choices of our youth. 
Senate Bill 156 is harmful to Ohioans for several critical reasons: 

1. It perpetuates a broken capitalist narrative.  

The curriculum explicitly demands that we teach children they must "obtain full-time work" to 
avoid poverty. This reinforces a hyper-capitalist system that equates human survival and dignity 
with labor output. No one should be forced to sell their labor just to survive. Food, water, 
healthcare, and shelter are universal human rights that a just government must provide to its 
people. Rather than forcing schools to indoctrinate students into the capitalist grind, this 
legislature should be addressing the grotesque hoarding of wealth by the ultra-rich. Poverty is a 
systemic policy failure, not a personal one. We should be aggressively taxing 
billionaires—because no individual needs hundreds of millions of dollars—and redistributing 
those resources back into our communities. 

2. It is exclusionary and stigmatizes diverse families.  

The mandate to teach that students must "marry before having children" to be successful is a 
regressive, conservative ideal that has no place in public education. This framework actively 
stigmatizes single parents, non-traditional families, and LGBTQ+ Ohioans who do not fit into an 
archaic mold. Public schools must be inclusive and reflect the diverse realities of the students 
they serve. Leveraging the legislative power of the state to marginalize vulnerable students and 
families under the guise of teaching "success" is profoundly wrong. 

3. It is a gross waste of educational resources.  

According to the Legislative Service Commission's fiscal notes, the Department of Education 
and Workforce (DEW) will face increased staff workloads to develop this model curriculum and 
support review committees. The fiscal notes highlight that DEW receives over $5.4 million 
annually in appropriations for academic standards. Our tax dollars should be heavily invested 
directly into classrooms to ensure that education is free, high-quality, and accessible to 
everyone. We should not be wasting educational funding and administrative time on right-wing 
ideological compliance modules while our public schools remain underfunded. 



Senate Bill 156 does not uplift students; it gaslights them. It uses our educational institutions to 
excuse a system that keeps working-class Ohioans poor while billionaires thrive, and it forces a 
narrow, exclusionary worldview onto our youth. 

I strongly urge this committee to reject this harmful legislation and vote NO on Senate Bill 156.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 


