
 

 

Dear Chair and Education Committee members, 

On behalf of the American Massage Therapy Association (AMTA), thank you for the opportunity 

to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 276 and the revised Massage Therapy Interstate 

Compact language in the legislation. As the nation’s largest professional association 

representing licensed massage therapists, AMTA advocates for fair and consistent licensure 

standards, public protection, professional ethics, and greater access to safe, qualified massage 

therapy services. Representing more than 109,000 members nationwide, AMTA believes the 

revised compact reflects a thoughtful and responsible evolution of the original framework—one 

that expands professional mobility while preserving strong regulatory oversight and public 

safety protections. 

The revised compact language strengthens transparency and accountability by placing key 

eligibility pathways directly in statute rather than leaving foundational policy decisions solely to 

future rulemaking. At the same time, it preserves the flexibility the compact commission needs 

to address implementation and administrative matters as the compact evolves. This balanced 

approach improves clarity for regulators and licensees alike while ensuring the compact remains 

adaptable and effective across participating states. 

Importantly, the revised language recognizes legacy examinations, supports reasonable 

alternative education pathways for experienced practitioners, and includes provisions that 

better accommodate active-duty military members and their spouses. These updates reduce 

unnecessary barriers to interstate practice while maintaining rigorous standards for education, 

examination, licensure, and background screening. Increased portability should never come at 

the expense of public protection, and the revised compact appropriately safeguards both 

priorities. 

As Ohio considers joining the compact, AMTA also strongly supports adopting mandatory 

continuing education requirements for licensed massage therapists. Establishing a continuing  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

education standard would align Ohio with the overwhelming majority of states, strengthen 

ongoing professional competency and help ensure Ohio licensees fully satisfy compact eligibility 

expectations. This additional safeguard would further enhance public protection while 

positioning Ohio practitioners to benefit from interstate practice opportunities. 

AMTA also wishes to clarify that there are not “two competing versions” of the compact. Rather, 

there is a single interstate compact undergoing appropriate legislative refinement—a standard 

and necessary part of the legislative process. Interstate compacts are statutory instruments, and 

legislatures retain full authority to amend and improve the language before a compact 

commission is formally established. These revisions are consistent with how professional 

practice acts are routinely updated to improve clarity, strengthen oversight, and address 

unintended consequences. 

Concerns that the revised compact weakens public protection are not supported by evidence. 

Likewise, no verifiable evidence shows that licensure portability for licensed massage therapists 

contributes to human trafficking or limits a state’s authority to investigate, discipline, or deny 

licensure where appropriate. The compact is designed to support qualified, vetted 

professionals—not to create regulatory loopholes. Participating licensees must continue to 

meet established education requirements, maintain a license in good standing, pass nationally 

recognized examinations, and comply with applicable background screening requirements. 

Adding additional nationally recognized examinations, including those historically administered 

by the National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork (NCBTMB), 

appropriately recognizes the qualifications of experienced practitioners and corrects omissions 

in earlier draft language. This approach respects the profession’s regulatory history while 

maintaining appropriate standards for entry into practice. 

Finally, it is important to emphasize that interstate compacts operate under legislative authority 

and oversight. No single organization exercises unilateral control over governance, rulemaking, 

or data systems. Ongoing stakeholder engagement and legislative involvement remain essential 

to ensuring the compact remains accountable, effective, and responsive to public and 

professional interests. 

AMTA remains committed to advancing public protection, supporting evidence-based 

policymaking, and developing a compact that works effectively across diverse state regulatory  



 
 

 

 

 

 

environments. We respectfully encourage the Ohio General Assembly and the House Education 

Committee to support SB 276, adopt the revised compact language, and implement mandatory 

continuing education requirements to position Ohio for successful participation in this 

important interstate initiative. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

James Specker        

AMTA Senior Director, Government & Industry Relations   

jspecker@amtamassage.org 
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