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To Whom It May Concern:

The National Certification Board for Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork (NCBTMB) respectfully submits
this testimony in support of Senate Bill 276 and the revised Massage Therapy Interstate Compact
language contained within the legislation. As the nation’s longstanding credentialing body for the
massage therapy profession, NCBTMB supports policies that expand professional mobility while
maintaining strong public protection standards and confidence in the qualifications of licensed
massage therapists.

The revised compact language strengthens the original framework by placing key eligibility standards
directly into statute while preserving the compact commission’s authority to address administrative
implementation through rulemaking. This approach improves transparency, accountability, and clarity
for regulators, practitioners, and the public.

Importantly, the revised language appropriately recognizes the legacy examinations previously
administered by NCBTMB and relied upon by state regulatory boards for many years as accepted
entry-to-practice assessments. This recognition ensures that experienced, qualified practitioners are
not unfairly excluded from compact participation because they entered the profession through
licensure pathways fully accepted by states at the time.

For decades, state licensing agencies used NCBTMB examinations as part of their regulatory processes
to assess competency and readiness for professional practice. The revised compact appropriately
acknowledges this regulatory history while continuing to uphold strong standards for licensure,
disciplinary oversight, and public protection.

NCBTMB also supports provisions that improve mobility for military families, recognize reasonable
alternative education pathways for experienced professionals, and preserve states’ authority to
investigate, discipline, or deny licensure where appropriate. Additionally, NCBTMB supports Ohio’s
consideration of continuing education requirements to help ensure practitioners remain informed
regarding evolving professional standards, ethics, and safety practices throughout their careers.

NCBTMB respectfully encourages the Ohio General Assembly and the House Education Committee to
support SB 276 and adopt the revised Massage Therapy Interstate Compact language.

Sincerely,

Christopher Deery, LMT, BCTMB
President
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