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June 8, 2026 

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan 

and Members of the House Education Committee, thank you for the 

opportunity to testify in support of SB 328.  

My name is Devin Babcock and I serve as Senior Legislative Director 

for ExcelinEd in Action, a national non-profit organization focused on 

student-centered policies that improve education outcomes across the 

states.   

In today’s evolving job market, careers demand expanding sets of 

knowledge and skills. Unfortunately, too many high schoolers are 

graduating without the necessary skills to succeed in college or the 

workforce – and often without an understanding of the available 

careers and how to best pursue those. It doesn’t have to be this 

way. Senate Bill 328 takes a comprehensive approach to addressing this 

problem by responding to the needs of students, 

families, educators and employers across the state.   

SB 328 moves toward aligning Ohio’s schools with workforce demands 

by requiring the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce to 

develop professional skills standards and, in consultation with career 

education and workforce development stakeholders, establish a 

statewide career coaching framework. The aligned standards and 

framework will ensure schools are providing consistent, high-quality 

career courses and guidance regarding the needs of Ohio employers.   
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A centerpiece of the bill is the establishment of the Education and 

Workforce Return on Investment Initiative. This initiative is critical to 

making education and workforce data more accessible, actionable, and 

valuable to students, families and educators. This data will undoubtedly 

empower Ohioans to understand how pathways translate into 

outcomes, enabling more informed decision making as students plan to 

achieve their career goals and as policymakers and education leaders 

consider future programming needs.  

Additionally, SB 328 expands access to career exploration to students in 

grades 6-8, requires students to complete an individual academic and 

career plan by the end of 8th grade and ensures that career pathways 

resources are distributed annually to students in grades 6-12. Early, 

structured career exploration will inform students of the pathways they 

have the greatest aptitude for and prepare them to make informed 

plans regarding their future.  

Strengthening Ohio’s education-to-workforce pipeline is crucial to the 

success of our students. SB 328 ensures that students will be equipped 

with the information, guidance and opportunities they need to 

compete in a global economy. I urge you to support this legislation.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. I welcome any questions.    
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