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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the House
Education Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today. My name is Angie Fugate, and | am
the current president of the Ohio Association for Gifted Children (OAGC). With nearly 1,000
members, OAGC advocates for the identification and appropriate development of gifted
students across Ohio.

Gifted students, as defined in the Ohio Revised Code, are those who “perform or show potential
for performing at remarkably high levels of accomplishment when compared to others of their
age, experience, or environment.”

As this committee knows, Ohio has a gifted identification mandate but no gifted service
mandate. As a result, students may be identified as gifted, but their access to appropriate
instruction and programming varies widely across the state. In my role, | am focused on
ensuring that equitable identification is paired with meaningful educational opportunities that
allow these students to fully develop their potential.

Sub Senate Bill 19 will have a direct impact on gifted students and services in Ohio. First, | want
to thank the committee for adopting the amendment removing the prohibition on using
diagnostic assessments for gifted identification. These assessments are expensive and
time-consuming, and allowing districts to use efficient screening tools helps improve both
access and consistency in identification.

| also appreciate the amendment clarifying that students who score at the “accomplished” level
will not be automatically enrolled in advanced mathematics courses, establishing an opt-in
model instead. This bill, in many ways, functions as a form of talent development. It helps
identify students who are on the cusp of advanced performance and may, with appropriate
support, reach higher levels of achievement. Students develop at different rates, and effective
mathematics instruction must be responsive to readiness rather than driven by rigid timelines.
Prioritizing speed over understanding risks as the bill had previously been written would have
undermined both the equity and excellence at the heart of the bill.

However, | am concerned about potential unintended consequences of Sub Senate Bill 19 for
gifted services across Ohio. | urge the committee to consider the risk of reduced
enrichment/extension opportunities, decreased use of gifted specialists, and the gradual erosion
of dedicated gifted programming in some districts. The growth of advanced learning
opportunities should, in no way, detract from, take the place of, or be utilized as gifted services.

https://oagc.com/
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While some well-resourced districts may expand both gifted services and advanced
mathematics offerings, many districts are already operating under significant financial
constraints. In those cases, there is a real risk that gifted services will be reduced or eliminated
in favor of advanced coursework alone, narrowing rather than expanding opportunities for

advanced learners.

For these reasons, | encourage the committee to carefully monitor the impact of this legislation
on gifted education and ensure that all advanced learners continue to have access to

appropriate challenge and support.

Thank you for your time and consideration and | am happy to answer any questions at this time.

Angie Fugate

president@oagc.com
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