
6.7.26 - Opponent Testimony - SB19 
 
Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Ingram, and members of the House Education 
Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding Senate Bill 19. My name is 
Lindsey Wyckoff, and I serve on the Board of Education for North Canton City Schools. 
 
As someone who believes deeply in the importance of early intervention and strong academic 
foundations, I share the goal of helping every Ohio student succeed. 
 
However, I am concerned that the substitute version of Senate Bill 19 moves away from many of 
the thoughtful provisions that originally garnered broad support from educators and 
stakeholders. 
 
One of my primary concerns is the bill's reliance on a single assessment administered on a 
single day to identify students for academic intervention services. Educators know that no single 
test score can fully capture a student's abilities, needs, or potential. Students may underperform 
for a variety of reasons, including illness, anxiety, family circumstances, or other factors that 
have little to do with their academic capabilities. Effective intervention decisions should be 
based on multiple measures of student performance and professional educator judgment rather 
than a single data point. 
 
I am also concerned that the substitute bill removes the requirement for mathematics 
improvement and monitoring plans. While paperwork alone does not improve student outcomes, 
structured plans help ensure that interventions are intentional, monitored, and adjusted as 
needed. Ohio's educators have repeatedly emphasized that professional development, 
instructional coaching, and ongoing support are among the most effective strategies for 
improving student achievement. Rather than eliminating planning and monitoring altogether, 
policymakers should focus on providing schools with the resources necessary to implement 
evidence-based interventions successfully. 
 
Additionally, the substitute bill includes provisions that would prohibit students from enrolling in 
advanced mathematics coursework if their parents previously opted them out of certain 
accelerated pathways. Decisions about student placement should remain individualized and 
based on demonstrated readiness, student interest, and educator recommendations. Students 
should not face barriers to advanced coursework because of decisions made years earlier. 
 
I am also troubled by the lack of consistency in how these requirements would be applied. The 
intervention and accountability provisions in SB 19 apply to public schools while exempting 
students who attend private schools using taxpayer-funded vouchers. If the state believes these 
interventions and accountability measures are necessary to improve student outcomes, those 
expectations should apply equally to all schools receiving public funds. 
 
Finally, I have concerns about the provision directing the Ohio Department of Education and 
Workforce to seek a federal waiver allowing nationally norm-referenced assessments to replace 
Ohio's standards-based assessments for accountability purposes. While nationally 
norm-referenced tests can provide valuable information, Ohio's accountability system should 
continue to measure student mastery of Ohio's academic standards and provide meaningful 
information to families, educators, and taxpayers about how well schools are serving students. 
 



I believe the original version of SB 19 reflected a more balanced approach to supporting 
students and improving mathematics achievement. I respectfully urge the committee to consider 
restoring key provisions from the introduced version and to continue working with educators, 
school leaders, and families to develop policies that support student success while preserving 
flexibility for local schools. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
With gratitude, 
  
Lindsey Wyckoff 
North Canton, OH 
 


