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Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the
committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of Senate Bill
328. We submit this testimony on behalf of the Ohio Association for Career and Technical
Education (Ohio ACTE) and the Ohio Association of Career-Technical Superintendents
(OACTS). Ohio ACTE represents more than 7,500 career-technical education professionals
across the state, including the members of its chapter, the Ohio Association of Comprehensive
and Compact Career-Technical Schools (Ohio CCS).

Our organizations testified on this bill in the Senate as interested parties. We supported the
concept from the beginning. Middle school students make better decisions about high school
when they can connect what they’re learning in the classroom to actual careers, and SB 328 gets
that exposure to students at the right time. Our prior concerns were about implementation,
not intent.

Since that hearing, the sponsor has worked with our organizations to address the concerns we
raised, and the bill is better for it. We appreciate that willingness to engage. It is why we now
support Senate Bill 328 and encourage the committee to move it forward.

Two funding issues remain, and we raise them knowing they sit with the budget rather than this
bill. Career awareness funding was cut from $10 per student to $3 in the last biennial budget. In
addition, career-technical supplemental funding is not currently eligible in the sixth grade, even
though SB 328 extends career exploration to those students. The bill makes middle school career
exploration a statewide expectation, and districts will need resources to meet it. Qur support does

not depend on these points but restoring career awareness funding and extending supplemental
eligibility to the sixth grade would help districts implement what the state is now asking of them.

Thank you for considering our testimony. If members of the committee have questions, please
contact either of us directly and we will be glad to follow up.

Dee Smith, Executive Director, Ohio ACTE
Maggie Hess, Executive Director, OACTS



