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This testimony was prepared based on the 2935-4 version of the bill.

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, and members of the House
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party testimony on
Senate Bill 19. My name is Bailey Culp, and | serve as the Legislative Director for the Ohio
Federation of Teachers (OFT). OFT represents teachers in traditional public and charter
schools, support staff, higher education faculty and staff, library employees, and social workers
across Ohio.

OFT shares the goal of improving mathematics and English language arts achievement for Ohio
students. Strong foundational skills in these subjects are essential for long-term success, and
educators across the state are committed to helping every student reach their full potential.

When OFT previously testified on SB 19, we raised concerns regarding implementation
burdens, administrative requirements, and provisions that relied too heavily on a single
assessment to make important instructional decisions. We appreciate the work of the sponsor
and this committee for engaging with stakeholders and making significant improvements to the
legislation. Many of the changes included in the current version of the bill reflect concerns raised
by educators, and represent meaningful progress toward a more realistic approach.

Improvements made to SB 19

We appreciate the removal of the Math Improvement and Monitoring Plan requirement.
Eliminating this additional layer of paperwork allows educators to spend more time providing
direct support to students and less time on compliance-related documentation.

The bill's prohibition on administering multiple diagnostic assessments in the same subject area
is another positive change. Protecting instructional time and reducing unnecessary testing
benefits both students and educators while ensuring assessments remain meaningful tools
rather than burdensome requirements.

OFT particularly appreciates the revised intervention eligibility requirements. Requiring evidence
from both diagnostic assessments and state assessments before triggering intervention
services creates a more balanced approach that better identifies students with the greatest
need for additional support.
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The extended implementation timeline for advanced mathematics requirements is also a
welcome improvement. Providing districts additional time to address staffing, scheduling, and
course availability challenges will increase the likelihood of successful implementation and
reduce disruption for students and schools.

Finally, we appreciate the inclusion of exemptions for students with individualized education
program considerations and certain medical circumstances. These provisions acknowledge that
students have diverse learning needs and that flexibility is sometimes necessary to ensure
appropriate educational opportunities.

Local input and flexibility

OFT strongly believes curriculum adoption decisions should allow meaningful local input and
flexibility so that educators can select materials that best meet the needs of their students and
communities. Additionally, we encourage continued discussion regarding the bill's intervention
requirements to ensure districts have the resources necessary to provide support services
without creating new unfunded staffing obligations. Successful implementation of any education
policy depends not only on policy requirements but on the availability of adequate funding and
personnel.

Overall, OFT believes the current version of Senate Bill 19 represents a significant improvement

from earlier versions of the legislation. We appreciate the committee's willingness to consider
stakeholder feedback and encourage continued collaboration with Ohio educators.
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