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Good a&ernoon, Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Minority Member Brennan, 
and members of the House EducaCon CommiDee, thank you for the opportunity to provide 
wriDen tesCmony in support of SB 328. My name is Shannon Cox, and I am the superintendent 
for the Montgomery County EducaConal Service Center (ESC).  

I want to thank Senator Koehler for introducing SB 328. His willingness to acknowledge the need 
for a more systemic approach to making sure all students get the exposure and informaCon they 
need to find successful careers, is appreciated. As this commiDee heard during the bill’s iniCal 
hearing, there is already work being done in pockets around the state to help match workforce 
needs with students who will eventually be suited to meet those needs.  

The Montgomery County ESC has long been focused on workforce development, including the 
facilitaCon of a Business Advisory Council (BAC) on behalf of area school districts from 
Montgomery and Warren CounCes. Our BAC was one the first in the state to receive the 
maximum four-star raCng, and we have just received that designaCon for the fourth year in a 
row with designaCons. We partner with business leaders, higher educaCon, and other local 
stakeholder organizaCons to intenConally bring students and potenCal careers together.  

SB 328 would enhance the work already being done around these efforts regionally. It would 
require all public schools to provide students with an earlier view of the opportuniCes they 
might not otherwise have imagined as they start to envision their own futures. While students 
may not know for sure what they will choose when they become adults, the process of thinking 
about a future career will help them focus on the importance of preparing to get there.  

Much like you heard from the Greater Springfield Partnership, we have uClized YouScience as a 
tool for assessing students’ true apCtudes and interests. We’ve arranged for teachers to visit 
various workplace opCons, so they have more knowledge about regional career opportuniCes. 
In coordinaCon with higher educaCon organizaCons, we have developed several career 
pathways students can uClize while in middle and high school.  

These pathways align to the most in-demand sectors in the Dayton region but are now being 
used as replicable models within the West Region Career Pathway School Network (CPSN) 
formerly known as Tech Prep in the West Jobs Ohio Region. These pathways provide visual 
guidance to students, families, and school officials as students are making career readiness 



acCvity choices, making course selecCons, and planning for credenCal aDainment post high 
school. This type of coordinaCon is what SB328 can accomplish across the state. 

SB 328 would not only level the playing field for all of Ohio’s middle school students, but it 
would establish a repository for the data around the many workforce development efforts, and 
a process for analyzing where there are gaps that need filled.  

I urge the commiDee to favorably report SB 328. The MCESC stands ready to work with you in 
making any changes necessary to ensure the bill is workable for school districts, students, the 
business community, and other stakeholders. I look forward to assisCng state officials in ge`ng 
Ohio’s next generaCon workforce these career connected learning experiences across the state. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to weigh in. Feel free to contact me with quesCons.  

 

 


