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Good afternoon, Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice Chair Odioso, Ranking Minority Member Brennan, and members
of the House Education Committee.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 328. My name is Eric McLaughlin, and
[ serve as Associate Vice President for a higher educational institution in southwestern OH, and have served
in higher education leadership and workforce development for over 20 years. [ am a native of southern
Ohio and a 3-time graduate of Ohio's public school system (K-12 & university).

[ appreciate Senator Koehler for introducing SB 328, and his commitment to meeting our students’ needs in
establishing an early, sustainable, and comprehensive career plan.

Like many others, [ have long recognized the need for more expansive career education and planning for
students, and I believe SB 328 is a great next-step for this work.

In alignment with testimonies others’ have provided, our K-12 partners in Clinton County are using both
SchoolLinks and YouScience to assess aptitude and interests. One of the key projects my institution has
taken the lead on (along with the Southern Ohio Educational Service Center and our local Business
Advisory Council) is our Career Navigators/WFD Proposal that is legitimized by this bill — and will support
the desired outcomes of this bill. Because SB 328 does not explicitly include additional funding, our
proposal will seek both public and private partners to help meet these needs.

We have leamed through our research that Clinton County’s students possess measurable, validated
aptitude in the career fields Ohio’'s economy needs most — yet most of these students will never receive the
personalized assistance guiding them towards those fields. The gap is not in student potential but in the
infrastructure needed to develop their potential into workforce-ready career pathways that drive talent into
Ohio's Top Jobs.

Senate Bill 328 establishes a clearer mandate around this need for enhanced career education and
workforce development and creates needed guidelines for the implementation, and infrastructure this
enhanced career education needs — as well as for measurable outcomes data that can improve career and
life outcomes for all Ohio students.

Thank you again to Senator Koehler and the House Education Committee for the opportunity to testify on
behalf of what [ believe is a needed and foundational element in the future success of the next generation
of Ohio’'s economy.

Please feel free to reach out if I may be of further assistance on Senate Bill 328.
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