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March 11, 2026

To: House Energy Committee
From: Robert Baratta, Executive Director — Americans for Affordable Clean Energy (AACE)
RE: SB 106

Chair Holmes, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Rader, and Members of the House Energy
Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony for SB106. My name is Robert
Baratta and | am the Executive Director of Americans for Affordable Clean Energy (AACE).
AACE is a coalition of some of the most sophisticated and forward-thinking fuel retailers in
Ohio and across the country. Our member brands are easily recognizable truck stops and
convenience stores along Ohio roadways and in your communities. Collectively, AACE
members have approximately 410 retail fuel locations across Ohio.

AACE is here to today because its members strongly believe that the best way to develop Ohio’s
electric vehicle (EV) charging network is by encouraging private investment and free market
competition and the innovation that comes with both.

Some of you may recognize the language in SB106, which was previously considered favorably
by the House as part of broader legislation but ultimately did not reach final passage. The public
policy principle underpinning SB106 is simple and clear. Ohio electric utility ratepayers should
not be required to subsidize the buildout of Ohio’s retail electric vehicle fast charging network.
Free market enterprises like AACE members are ready, willing and able to make private
investments and take informed business risks to build that infrastructure.

Our members are in the business of providing transportation fuel to the traveling public in a
clean, safe and efficient environment. Electric Utilities are in the business of providing reliable
electric service to the general public. SB106 keeps everyone in their own lane, doing what each
does best, for the benefit of Ohio citizens.

Lastly, we want to thank Senator Reineke for his continued determination on this issue and for
the generous time he has spent on getting the public policy correct. Our members urge the
committee to favorably consider SB106.

Sincerely,

Paburt Baratts

Robert Baratta
Executive Director
Americans for Affordable Clean Energy



