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Chair Holmes, Vice Chair Matthews, Ranking Member Rader, and members of the House
Energy Committee, | am Rebecca Mellino, Associate Director of Climate and Energy Policy
for The Nature Conservancy in Ohio. Thank you for the opportunity to offer written
testimony as an interested party of SB 151.

The Nature Conservancy is a global organization with chapters in all 50 states and projects
in over 80 countries. We are a non-partisan, science-based organization that seeks to
conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends. We work collaboratively with
businesses, farmers, sportsmen groups, governments, and local communities to develop
pragmatic solutions to conservation challenges, including land conservation, water quality,
and climate change. More than 65,000 Ohioans are Nature Conservancy supporters, and
we own and manage over 20,000 acres of nature preserves throughout the state.

The Nature Conservancy is supportive of carbon offsets; they are an essential part of the
solution to mitigating our carbon emissions.

TNC would like to thank the sponsor and members of this committee for adding
amendment 2391 which addresses our greatest concern identified in our Senate
testimony. Amendment 2391 language gives registries the option to demonstrate to the
public utilities commission that they have access to the requirements listed in 4929.52.
This suggests the inclusion of a Validation and Verification Body (VBB) to demonstrate the
requirements in section 4929.52 of the bill which is more accurate and appropriate.

Validation and Verification Bodies (VBBs), which are independent parties that are hired by a
registry to validate and verify carbon projects, are essential to ensure verification of credits.
Registries establish protocols that state how carbon credits can be created, and they
require third party Measurement, Reporting, and Verification (MRV) to confirm the accuracy
of the credits. A VBB ensures that the protocols established by the MRV are met by a
project on the ground. For example, the VBB would visit a forest project at the beginning
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and throughout a 30-year project to count and measure the growth of trees and to verify
that the amount of growth meets the expected carbon sequestration thatis being sold in
the credits. This on the ground verification role by the VBB is the gold standard in a carbon
market.

Both the carbon registry and the VBB are essential parties to ensure the appropriate
tracking and on the ground verification of carbon credits.

This amendment improves the bill significantly by ensuring all parties are able to meet the
intention of high quality, meaningful carbon offsets.

While TNC supports the bill’s intent and the improvements made, we do still recommend
that the billincorporate the best practice to use carbon offsets only for the “last mile” to
reach net zero carbon emissions. As written, the bill allows for any amount of natural gas to
be offset by any customer type. A limit could be put on customer types eligible or total
amount of energy being able to be offset by this program. This could encourage energy
efficiency efforts and other emissions reduction strategies, especially for larger account
and use types where the customer owns the buildings and equipment.

Thank you for your consideration, please reach out if you have any questions.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rebecca Mellino

Associate Director of Climate and Energy Policy

The Nature Conservancy in Ohio
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