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Chair Holmes, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Rader, and members of the House Energy 

Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 736. 

 

Ohio has an opportunity to be proactive in an area of energy development that could play an important 

role in the future of power generation, advanced manufacturing, research, and economic development. 

Fusion energy is still an emerging field, but the states that begin preparing now will be better positioned 

to attract investment, support innovation, and build the workforce needed when this technology continues 

to advance. 

 

This legislation creates a practical framework for the state to begin that work. It requires the Director of 

Development to convene the Ohio Fusion Energy Working Group within one year. That group would be 

responsible for identifying regulatory gaps related to fusion energy and related supply chain facilities, 

evaluating workforce and supply chain needs, and recommending economic development strategies for 

Ohio. 

 

The working group would bring the right voices to the table, including representatives from the 

Department of Development, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Public Utilities Commission, the 

Department of Health, the Bureau of Environmental Health and Radiation Protection, the Ohio National 

Guard, Ohio universities, the fusion energy industry, and the electric utility sector. 

 

The goal is not to create a new layer of bureaucracy for the sake of it. The goal is to make sure Ohio is 

asking the right questions early. What rules need to be clarified? What workforce needs should we be 

preparing for? What supply chain opportunities could exist here? What role can our universities, utilities, 

manufacturers, and state agencies play in making Ohio competitive in this space? 

 

The bill also directs the Department of Development to review existing state programs that support clean 

energy generation and identify incentive opportunities that may benefit fusion facilities or manufacturers. 

That could include areas such as research and development equipment, fusion-related equipment, or 

workforce development grants. 

 

This is a forward-looking approach. It does not pick winners and losers, and it does not commit the state 

to one specific project or company. Instead, it gives Ohio a structure to study the issue, understand the 

opportunities, identify barriers, and prepare for a technology that could have major energy and economic 

implications in the years ahead. 

 

Ohio has the manufacturing base, research institutions, skilled workforce, and energy demand to be part 

of this conversation. The question is whether we prepare early enough to compete. This legislation helps 

put the state in that position. 

 

I respectfully ask for your support, and I thank the committee for its time and consideration. 
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