
 

Date: June 3, 2025 
 
To:      Chair Brian Stewart 
            Vice Chair Michael Dovilla 
            Ranking Member Bride Rose-Sweeney 
            House Finance Committee 
From:   David Mahan 
             Policy Director 
             Center for Christian Virtue 
 
Re: Opposition to HB298 
 
Chair Stewart, Vice Chair Dovilla, Ranking Member Sweeney, and esteemed 
members of the House Finance Committee, my name is David Mahan and I am 
testifying on behalf of the Center for Christian Virtue, Ohio’s largest Christian 
public policy organization. I am testifying in opposition to HB298, which will 
expand predatory online gambling in Ohio. 
 
In preparation for this opposition hearing, I’ve sat through several gambling 
expansion hearings lately, and I would like to address some of the claims made by 
gambling industry.   
Most of the discussion has been centered around how much revenue would be 
generated, and the industry projects $400-$700 million per year. While those are 
certainly impressive figures, there was very little discussion about what it could 
COST Ohioans to produce those numbers. I don’t think anyone would deny that 
there will be significant social costs to completely opening the floodgates to yet 
another addiction for profit industry, but how much? Before we simply throw a 
conciliatory 1% towards “prevention”, shouldn’t someone from the $70 billion 
gambling industry provide this exploratory committee with some serious 
projections? Last year, The Guardian reported that New Jersey’s gambling boom 
was detrimental to their economy. NERA Economic Consulting estimated that 
online casinos in New Jersey contributed $385 million in net taxes in 2022. However, 
NERA projected that the state could face $350 million in social costs- including 
healthcare, welfare, homelessness, and criminal justice related to issues linked to 
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online gambling. The article also highlighted research commissioned by the Campaign 
for Fairer Gambling, that found that $2.4 billion spent by people gambling online in New 
Jersey in 2022 “decreased New Jersey’s economic activity by about $180m” 1.  
 
And then there is the question of addiction. One industry representative stated that the 
addition of online casinos in Ohio would not increase problem gambling. Does anybody 
actually believe that increased access, convenience and anonymity will not lead to 
increased addiction? In fact, the industry relies upon it. According to a UK study by the 
House of Lords Gambling Select Committee, the gambling industry spent £1.5 billion a 
year on advertising, and 60% of its profits came from the 5% who were already problem 
gamblers, or are at risk of becoming so2. Just last week we were forwarded an email and 
slide deck that DegenX, an AI iGaming Company sent to potential investors. Their mission 
statement reads as follows, “Our Mission is to build games designed to hook, adapt, and 
dominate attention-machine-trained on real-time player data. We weaponize data to make 
games addictive.”  They go on to boast about how their games are engineered to achieve 
“higher customer Lifetime Value” (LTV). I brought copies of the slide deck and the 
corresponding email for each member of the committee. 
 
So, how many addicts and new young addicts will it take to hit the promised $700 million 
jackpot? We know that of all addictions, gambling addicts have the highest rate of suicide, 
so how many suicides are we comfortable with in order to say “at least we didn’t raise 
taxes”? How many of the new addicts will be children? A new study from the Lancet, 
showed that nearly 1 in 5 teenagers gambled in the last year3. The following is an excerpt 
from an editorial from the Journal of Adolescent Health entitled, “Still Not on the Radar: 
Adolescent Risk and Gambling”: 
“There is no doubt that adolescents gamble and that some adolescents experience difficulties 
related to their gambling involvement. Although rates vary from one jurisdiction to another, 
recent studies internationally show that up to 70% of youth aged 12–17 years have gambled 
in the past 12 months, and that problem gambling rates among youth are 3–4 times higher 
than among adults in the same jurisdiction.”4 

4 https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(12)00130-9/pdf 

3 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(24)00126-9/fulltext#:~:text=Among%20adults
%2C%208%C2%B77%25,were%20engaging%20in%20problematic%20gambling. 

2 https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5801/ldselect/ldgamb/79/7903.htm 

1 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/jan/04/new-jersey-online-gambling-sport-betting-bad-economy-rep
ort-effect 
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Lastly, during one particular hearing a couple weeks ago, Senator Demora asked a 
very important question, “Is this even legal?” According to Attorney Ben Flowers, 
Former State Solicitor General, the clear answer is NO. In his expert opinion, such 
gambling activity would require the same exception that was necessary for the 
state lottery, charitable bingo, and the 4 brick and mortar casinos needed to be 
deemed constitutional. I encourage you all to read his full analysis that I submitted 
with this testimony.  
As this committee proceeds with its exploration into the impacts that Online 
Gambling will have on our state, I humbly remind you that there are two sides to 
every P&L- Profit and Loss. As costly as this expansion would most assuredly be for 
Ohio children and families, it would be both irresponsible and immoral to gamble 
away the health and wellbeing of Ohio citizens, on the promise of a sure bet from 
an industry that can only profit when WE LOSE. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to speak on behalf of this proposed legislation. 
 
The Center for Christian Virtue (CCV) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that 
endeavors to create an Ohio where God’s blessings of life, family, and religious 
freedom are treasured, respected, and protected.    www.ccv.org -- (513) 733-5775 
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