
Chair Stewart, Vice Chair Dovilla, Ranking Member Sweeney, and members of the House 
Finance Committee, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to provide proponent 
testimony on House Bill 476, which would authorize charitable nonprofit organizations to 
sell raffle tickets online.  

House Bill 476 is a focused piece of legislation aimed at supporting nonprofit organizations 
by explicitly legalizing the sale of online raffle tickets, a method that has been commonly 
used in Ohio for many years. Recently, the Ohio Attorney General issued cease and desist 
letters to several organizations, stating that online raffle ticket sales violate the current 
Ohio Revised Code. HB 476 seeks to address this issue by codifying online raffle sales, 
ensuring that nonprofit organizations can continue to raise funds in this manner. HB 476 
would restore clarity and security to nonprofit fundraising efforts, allowing these 
organizations to focus on serving their communities without legal uncertainty. 

We support HB 476, which authorizes nonprofit organizations to conduct online raffles. 
This legislation provides valuable fundraising opportunities for organizations like the South 
Zanesville Volunteer Fire Department Inc, helping support essential needs such as 
equipment, training, and operational costs. 

Thanks to online raffles, we were able to purchase a second ambulance—significantly 
increasing our ability to respond to more calls and better serve our community. HB 476 will 
ensure that departments like ours can continue to use innovative, community-supported 
fundraising methods to enhance emergency response and public safety. 
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