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Chairman Stewart, Vice Chair Dovilla, Ranking Member Sweeney, and members of the 
House Finance Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit interested party 
testimony on House Bill 730.  

While House Bill 730 provides important support to Ohio counties and their Job and Family 
Services (JFS) agencies by appropriating $10 million in state funds, which will draw down an 
additional $2.5 million in federal funds, it remains vitally important that these funds are 
distributed to counties on an equitable basis. Since last year our Summit County 
Department of Job and Family Services (SCDJFS) has reduced staffing by 60 positions in 
anticipation of these cuts and we will likely need to cut nearly 40 more positions, even with 
these additional dollars.  While our county has achieved an error rate (3.48%) that 
is far lower than both the State of Ohio (9.0%) and the national average (10.93%), our case 
managers now begin each day with a nearly 500 call backlog.  A year ago, we had no 
backlogs. Our staff are being asked to work long hours and are having to deal with 
frustrated clients.  This is only going to get much worse as staffing is further reduced and 
recertification requirements double.  It is not hard to imagine that this situation is likely 
going to significantly increase error rates, potentially costing the State hundreds of millions 
of dollars. 

Summit County taxpayers are currently funding nearly $50 million in local costs to support 
our SCDJFS, Child Support Enforcement and Children Services operations. With the current 
climate surrounding property taxes, it is not our desire to go to the ballot for more funding 
to support human services. Equitable funding for all of our 88 counties, using the existing 
distribution formula, is enormously important. While we appreciate the State’s partnership 
and support, please know that more needs done to protect those most in need and ensure 
the State’s financial well-being. 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Ilene Shapiro 
Summit County Executive  


