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Chairman Ray, Vice Chair Fischer, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House General 

Government Committee: thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Joint 

Resolution 1. 

 

In addition to being beloved recreational activities, hunting and fishing in the State of Ohio provide 

significant sources of revenue for our state economy. In 2022, 1.9 billion dollars were spent on hunting-

related purchases by 531,480 hunters in Ohio. The economic impact of hunting in our state has translated 

to 12,100 jobs for Ohioans, producing 1.1 billion dollars for the state GDP and 171 million dollars in state 

and local tax revenue.1 The continued growth of the hunting industry in Ohio also has great promise as a 

growing source of tourism to the state, as hunters from all 50 U.S. states purchased non-resident hunting 

licenses for use during the 2024-2025 season, with 7,898 permits purchased from hunters from 

Pennsylvania.2 

 

Additionally, seven out of the top ten Ohio counties listed by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

for the 2024-2025 deer harvest were within the Appalachian region, where both Representative Ferguson 

and I represent.3 Three of these counties are identified as having an at-risk economic status by the 

Appalachian Regional Commission. 4 Trumbull County, where my district is located, and which is ranked 

11th for deer harvest, was also identified as an at-risk county. For these areas, hunting is more than a 

common recreational activity. It is a source of sustenance, and provides essential support to the economy. 

 

Hunting and fishing are central components of Ohio’s culture and economy, and we need to work 

proactively to ensure that they are protected now and for future generations. 

 

Chairman Ray, Vice Chair Fischer, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House General 

Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony today. 

Representative Ferguson and I would be happy to answer any questions at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 https://sportsmensalliance.org/reports/ohio/ 
2 https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/news/ohios-final-2024-25-deer-harvest-

report 
3 https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/news/ohios-final-2024-25-deer-harvest-

report 
4 https://www.arc.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/CountyEconomicStatusandDistressAreasFY2025Ohio.pdf 


