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Testimony of Luke Hilgemann, Executive Director of the International Order of T. Roosevelt and
T. Roosevelt Action

Date: March 25, 2025

To: The Honorable Sharon A. Ray, Chair

Ohio House General Government Committee
RE: Support for HIR 1 - the right to hunt and fish

Good afternoon Chairwoman Ray and members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today on a matter of great importance to your state and
its residents: the right to hunt and fish in Ohio. As the Executive Director of the International
Order of T. Roosevelt and T. Roosevelt Action, I stand before you not only as an advocate for
these cherished activities but as a passionate supporter of the many benefits they bring to your
communities, your economy, and your environment.

Threats to Hunting

You are facing unprecedented challenges to your hunting traditions. Last year alone, a dozen
states introduced legislation aimed at banning some form of hunting, with the most radical
proposals emerging in Oregon, Washington, and New Mexico. These proposals could make it a
crime to catch a fish or harvest wild game, posing a direct threat to the rights of sportsmen and
women across the country. These threats are real and growing, and Ohio has the opportunity to
take a proactive step to forever protect your outdoor traditions. You must ensure that future
generations of Ohioans can experience the thrill of the pull of a fishing line or the sight of a
white-tailed deer.

History of Constitutional Amendments

The movement to protect the rights of hunters and anglers has deep roots in American history. To
date, 24 states have passed constitutional amendments to safeguard these rights, starting with
Vermont in 1777. Most recently, in November, Florida became the 24th state to pass a right to
fish and hunt, with nearly 7 million voters—67% —supporting the amendment. This growing
trend reflects a strong commitment among citizens to preserve their outdoor traditions and
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protect their rights from encroachment. By enshrining the right to hunt and fish in the state
constitution, these states are ensuring that future generations can continue to enjoy and
participate in these vital activities.

Economic Impact

Hunting and fishing are not just recreational activities; they are economic engines that drive
growth in your state. According to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, sportsmen
contribute over $1.9 billion to your state’s economy each year. This includes expenditures on
gear, licenses, travel, and lodging. The economic ripple effect extends to local businesses,
including hotels, restaurants, and outdoor retailers, creating jobs and generating tax revenue that
benefits all Ohioans.

Moreover, in rural areas, hunting and fishing can be a lifeline, providing significant income to
local communities. The increased foot traffic brought by outdoor enthusiasts supports small
businesses and strengthens local economies.

Family Traditions and Cultural Significance

Hunting and fishing are deeply rooted in Ohio’s culture and heritage. For generations, families
have gathered in the great outdoors, passing down traditions and values that foster a connection
to nature and community. These activities teach respect for wildlife and instill a sense of
responsibility in your youth, encouraging them to become stewards of the environment.

The skills learned through hunting and fishing, such as patience, perseverance, and teamwork,
are invaluable life lessons. By preserving your right to hunt and fish, you not only honor your
heritage but also ensure that future generations can partake in these meaningful experiences.

Food Security

In today's world, where food security is an increasing concern, hunting and fishing provide a
sustainable source of nutritious food. Ohio is blessed with a rich array of wildlife and waterways,
offering an opportunity for families to supplement their diets with healthy, wild-caught protein.
Hunters are generous with their harvest, and Ohio has a strong tradition of hunters feeding the
hungry. Just last year, Ohio hunters donated 1,157 deer to your state program, with 79 charitable
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organizations participating to share that meat with the less fortunate across your state. Just one
donated deer yields 50 pounds of venison, providing over 200 meals for those in need. This
practice not only enhances food security but also fosters a deeper appreciation for your natural
resources.

By supporting the right to hunt and fish, you empower individuals to take control of their food
sources while promoting healthier lifestyles and greater self-sufficiency.

Conservation Funding

Let us not forget the critical role that sportsmen play in the conservation of your natural
resources. Through initiatives like the Pittman-Robertson Act and the Dingell-Johnson Act,
hunters and anglers in Ohio contribute significant funds annually to conservation efforts. In
2024, Ohio received $23.56 million from the Pittman-Robertson Act and $7.4 million from the
Dingell-Johnson Act. These funds are essential for habitat restoration, wildlife management, and
the preservation of your state's diverse ecosystems.

The very right to hunt and fish is interlinked with the health of your environment. The funds
collected through licenses and excise taxes are reinvested into programs that ensure sustainable
wildlife populations and the protection of your natural landscapes. This is a testament to the
commitment of sportsmen to not only enjoy the outdoors but to actively participate in its
preservation.

In closing, the right to hunt and fish in Ohio is not merely a matter of personal freedom,; it is a
cornerstone of your economy, family traditions, shared culture, food security, and conservation
efforts. As you consider the future of your state, let us recognize and uphold this right, ensuring
that generations to come can enjoy the same privileges you hold dear.

Thank you for your time and your commitment to preserving Ohio’s rich outdoor heritage.
Together, let us continue to advocate for the rights of sportsmen and women and work towards a
future where your natural resources are respected, protected, and enjoyed by all.
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