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Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding Am. SB 4.  My name is Janine 

Migden-Ostrander, an Ohio resident, and I urge you not to pass Am. SB 4.   

SB 4 would amend Ohio's election laws to establish an Election Integrity Unit within the 

Secretary of State's office to enhance the prosecution of election law violations. This is a 

proposed law in search of a problem.  While we are seeing a great deal of concern about “voter 

fraud,” there is very little evidence to substantiate these claims enough to require new 

legislation.  Further, Secretary of State LaRose has consistently reported safe, secure and 

accurate election results.  I would ask that cogent, verifiable evidence be presented before 

proceeding.  

SB 4 would create a new investigatory and prosecutorial arm under the Secretary of State’s 

office a partisan elected office which would limit the power of local county prosecutors’ offices 

to conduct investigations and seek charges regarding voter fraud.  Centralizing power in one 

entity to cover the entire state is unnecessary and uncalled for in that it can create an overreach 

of authority by sanctioning politically motivated investigations and selective prosecution. The 

bill also creates a mechanism for the general public to make accusations of voter fraud which 

may or may not be substantiated.  Legislation that encourages citizens to inform on one another 

is one of the many hallmarks of tyranny.   

There is a legitimate concern is that proposed Election Integrity unit could be used to target 

specific groups of voters or organizations, based on political agendas, rather than on genuine 

concerns of fraud.  Laws should never be created to provide tools for ideological or personal 

prosecution.  Laws should be used to prosecute where there are crimes and the current laws of 

Ohio provide the Attorney General and local prosecutors with the ability to do just that.   SB4 

creates a duplication of powers, leading to confusion and the waste of precious resources. 

There is reason to fear that a visible “Election Integrity Unit” with broad investigative powers 

could result in the intimidation of voters so that they sit out elections rather than exercise their 

constitutional rights.  This will likely impact Ohioans from historically marginalized communities. 

This bill can also cause concerns for election workers who fear making a mistake as there are no 

clear guidelines in this bill.    



A better alternative legislative proposal would be to create a Unit of Voter Assistance and 

Education as proposed by Common Cause.  Such a unit could help encourage voter registration, 

especially in marginalized communities, and explain voter eligibility requirements such as being 

a citizen of the U.S., being over 18, etc.  This could help prevent any unintended voter fraud to 

the extent voter fraud exists. 

Educating and encouraging eligible citizens to participate in our constitutionally guaranteed 

election process is a much better avenue to ensure we have full participation by all citizens. 

In summary, SB 4 is unnecessary, duplicative and a waste of taxpayer money.  I urge you not to 

support this legislation and to vote no. 

Thank you for your consideration of my testimony. 
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