
Chairwoman Sharon Ray, Vice Chair Jeff LaRe, Ranking Member Juanita Brent, and esteemed 
members of the House General Government Committee.  
 

My name is M. Jennifer Martin Silva and I have lived in Cleveland, Ohio for 30 years. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I am writing to express my opposition to SB 4. There is 
no need for the creation of an "Election Integrity Unit" within the Office of the Secretary of State 
(SOS). This will create partisanship by increasing the authority and capacity of the SOS to 
investigate and refer allegations of election fraud and voter suppression.  This could lead to the 
SOS investigating on its own initiative or after accusations from the public.   

The SOS already has subpoena power under current law and this new measure allows the 
secretary to refer cases to the State Attorney General if a local prosecutor doesn't file charges 
within 12 months. Just last year AG Yost identified just 6 cases worth prosecuting out of the 
more than 600 that were referred to his office.  

This creates excessive and unnecessary government oversight. Legislation was already passed 
that improved the election security within our state, SB 52 "Improve information integrity and 
security" went into effect January 24, 2020 "to create the civilian cyber security reserve forces, 
to make the Secretary of State a member of the Homeland Security Advisory Council, to require 
the Secretary of State to appoint a chief information security officer, to require the boards of 
elections to audit election results, and to make an appropriation."  

The SOS office found that the 2024 post election audits found a 99.9% accuracy rate? Then 
why is this legislation needed?  

I urge you to oppose this legislation and any additional legislation that further promotes 
partisanship in the administration of our elections. I ask you to consider my testimony and vote 
NO on this harmful bill.  

Sincerely, 

M. Jennifer Martin Silva 

16306 Edgecliff Avenue 

Cleveland, OH 44111 

216-466-4093 


