
SB 293 would throw out valid votes 

• More than 9,500 ballots were received during the November 2024 four-day post 
election window (source: Ohio Absentee and Early Voting Dashboard).  

• Ballots that are properly filled out, postmarked on time, and mailed by the legal 
deadline would be discarded simply because of postal delays.  

• Voters would be punished for something completely outside their control: the speed 
of the mail. 

SB 293 is especially harmful to: 

• Rural Ohio voters: slower mail routes and reduced postal service days mean longer 
delivery times 

• Ohio seniors and Ohioans with disabilities: voting by mail is often the only option for 
these voters 

• Ohio voters without reliable transportation: Ohioans living in poverty and students 
who often don’t have their own vehicles would be disproportionately impacted 

Ohio election law already requires mail-in ballots to be postmarked on the day before 
Election Day. 

• Absentee voters aren’t getting any extra time to vote. 

• The existing 4-day acceptance period doesn’t extend the time Ohio voters can cast 
a ballot, it’s simply a mail delivery window to ensure ballots from eligible voters are 
counted. 

Ohioans expect their mailed ballots will be counted. 

• Of the more than 2.6M Ohioans who voted before Election Day last November, 
803,253 (31%) voters used the US Postal Service as their preferred method of ballot 
return (source: Ohio Absentee and Early Voting Dashboard) 

 

Respectfully, 

Robert Herbst 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.google.com/url?q=https:**Aclick.actionnetwork.org*ss*c*u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcXMJvlnNLXrraUy88hdW30HAeG310fTgodq9oqe20gn1PTCR0GfAmYPG9KKQlcSpLrNN3rX6uXPZzZzAXxdTkK99kf2klvPb84p0VNuxVkKrB5R0Rrn8olcVHy7RJIgFsbwRLXWEs2BwN6oeL12nLwMSvQAFQjYsRc2B4smwzN--8rRv7YbjezFPLO7I7JFrRGy8ZfaEmEjp2CHBtFj4HO0QRYjXQHgap335Y29RalF1g_z5ezcVgk1gZcNdjyHCMwfIMSrX0wiILxv0bGd6vJKaUqmBpF7hcEFQI69gA-J_mCVvRFzWFuf0TLTugkIiCt2Mj8_6wxHL_nb1EZtlU1LThUwVYe7rab7fHlycrz_J6y1Yu0AnfCuvEpttH8ajZHOs70KIujtJnWX_6ovcit68-YyIsKQhpACkL7pLMMz*4l9*80-Klz3BStuN2Z1ILJDfqg*h5*h001.qepexSQRo_ZHMIrlHaI7Z_udTzIhUN7pvSuJCqruxek&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1763240341956693&usg=AOvVaw09xHwqBgULrGw6hv-n6cLT__;Ly8vLy8vLy8v!!AC6e5FAr!xjUYhqyZAwTIj5o_mxBeUiNbpkHqiDkW2iobnnRlmyloWU_kcuA72-5wt1ZyZ_gGwORgqBR-HGvQrvOa0FP04MaQkPavdevgmhrT3DOI$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.google.com/url?q=https:**Aclick.actionnetwork.org*ss*c*u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMcXMJvlnNLXrraUy88hdW30HAeG310fTgodq9oqe20gn1PTCR0GfAmYPG9KKQlcSpAh1jFX1WTlC_KtKyfpzh-QJ_VieRNwit3KeQm6Q3QvnvEZcByuhdv2L9TIZyjn0I4mwA1-bSnk_0rQFaj24eOJNeA0L7yPyMNSn4G27onYsY6FdZGCHlybmOTGT7NYwJle0nPWUiWs0KHLUbpjcyNo3TLEoBBe9KdCevokocZS-BurSXzJWEVTJZ6tySVPpaBDYuiUqp_lbgLXnVFFCbYh9Y1RpOcmsKeE449eIIwqnUdfK_jrOO2f__gD_hqHIgbU962bHIUl1tp0LBZTAkra6lSIFJcLtO1k_x3VAQoKj0BrWGGjE2EEr8IV61NGQtKOBVXJUaigcHJulQMT-rdhPsovXYkeE5gKwkLLcG6Bn*4l9*80-Klz3BStuN2Z1ILJDfqg*h6*h001.SsDBRp6bO3qXXvQIc5775PAZ8pqiQsyA7Dikr94cwOI&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1763240341958566&usg=AOvVaw1iHA6R2IoivGXH9lGEpjtw__;Ly8vLy8vLy8v!!AC6e5FAr!xjUYhqyZAwTIj5o_mxBeUiNbpkHqiDkW2iobnnRlmyloWU_kcuA72-5wt1ZyZ_gGwORgqBR-HGvQrvOa0FP04MaQkPavdevgmqcBVvqX$

