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Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and distinguished members of the House
General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on
House Bill 396.

House Bill 396 is a critical piece of legislation that would expand the Secretary of State’s
successful Safe at Home address confidentiality program so that more victims of violent crime
can protect their safety and privacy.

Ohio’s Safe at Home program was created in 2016 to allow victims of certain types of violence
to conceal their home addresses in order to stay safe from individuals who may harm them.
Currently, survivors of domestic violence, stalking, human trafficking, rape, or sexual battery are
eligible to participate in the program and keep their addresses confidential.

However, victims of other serious acts of violence may also need to protect information about
where they live. For example, a gunshot victim may be forced to relocate in order to stay safe
and then must take steps to ensure that their new address is not accessible to someone who may
attempt to harm them again.

House Bill 396 would extend eligibility for Ohio’s Safe at Home address confidentiality program
to survivors of additional types of serious violence, including victims of gun violence and the
family members of homicide victims. This proposal has strong support from crime victims across
our state who understand firsthand how critical these protections can be.

Importantly, the funding needed to support this expansion has already been set aside in the most
recent state budget. H.B. 396 simply provides the legislative authority necessary to expand the
program and does not require any additional resources to be allocated.

For nearly ten years, the Safe at Home program has provided a critical and life-saving service to
crime survivors. It is time to extend those same protections to more victims of violence who need
help staying safe. For these reasons, I am proud to sponsor House Bill 396.

Thank you for your time, and I would be happy to answer any questions from the committee.
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