
February 13, 2026 

Chair Ray, Vice-Chair LaRe and members of the General Government Committee, 

My name is John Zajc and I am a resident of Cleveland Heights. I am writing today strongly 
opposing Ohio Senate Bill Number 63, prohibiting the use of Ranked Choice Voting and 
withholding funding for its use. 

At a time in America’s and Ohio’s history that has far too much extreme partisanship, 
negative campaigning, and voter disenchantment, Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) is a 
solution to restoring faith in representative democracy. 

As such, I truly have no idea why the Ohio legislature would even consider banning Ranked 
Choice Voting. What problem are you trying to solve? In what way would you be improving 
the lives of Ohio citizens?  

What harm do you fear will result with the use of Ranked Choice Voting? 

 The possibility of making campaigns less negative?  
 The potential of increasing voter participation? 
 Satisfaction in knowing that everyone elected must have voter support of 50% plus 

one? 

Ohio was on the forefront of using Ranked Choice Voting until selfish party bosses learned 
they no longer could pre-determine the results and keep power for themselves. Even after 
its use was stopped by Ohio municipalities, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that Ohio 
municipalities and charter counties have the right to use RCV.  

The only logical conclusion for this legislation even being proposed is that BIG Government 
wants to take rights away from citizens. A commonsense inference of the motivation of its 
supporters is that they do not want anyone to challenge them, lest it get in the way of their 
personal agenda, rather than serving their constituents. 

S.B. is bad legislation. I urge you to oppose this bill.   

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

John Zajc 

 


