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Honorable Members of the Ohio House General Government Committee

My name is Andrew Mangione, and | am Senior Vice President of AMAC Action, the advocacy affiliate of the
Association of Mature American Citizens (AMAC). As the leading alternative organization for Americans age 50-
plus, AMAC represents more than 2.1 million members nationwide, including over 85,000 members here in the
State of Ohio.

AMAC members care deeply about election integrity and the need for free and fair elections. For this reason,
and on behalf of our Ohio members, AMAC Action offers strong support for Ohio Senate Bill 63, legislation that
would prohibit the complicated voting procedure known as ranked-choice voting (RCV) in Ohio. The evidence
shows that ranked-choice voting undermines confidence in the democratic process, particularly among voters
who have spent decades participating in straightforward elections based on the simple and effective principle of
one person, one vote.

First and foremost, we must consider the unnecessary complexity created by ranked-choice voting. Ohio’s
current system is simple and clear: one person casts one vote for one candidate for each office. Ranked-choice
voting forces voters to rank multiple candidates, including individuals about whom they may have little
information. This added complexity increases confusion and the likelihood of ballot errors, creating systematic
unfairness in the election process. Complexity inevitably leads to confusion. Changing to a new and unnecessary
voting system would risk disenfranchising voters who are unfamiliar with how to rank their choices properly.
Voters should feel confident that their ballots are counted accurately and transparently. Ranked-choice voting
diminishes that confidence rather than strengthening it.

Another troubling aspect of ranked-choice voting is the opportunity for strategic manipulation. Campaigns that
are more familiar with the mechanics of ranked-choice voting can instruct supporters to vote strategically in
ways that disadvantage opponents during tabulation rounds. A candidate favored by a broad segment of the
electorate could be pushed down in rankings due to tactical maneuvering by competing campaigns. Such
“gaming” of the system is unfair to voters and undermines the integrity of elections.

The financial impact of implementing ranked-choice voting must also be considered. Ohio has appropriately
invested in secure and reliable voting technology. However, elections conducted under ranked-choice voting
require more advanced tabulation systems capable of handling multiple rounds of counting, recalculations, and
potential recounts. In addition, the state would need to fund extensive voter education campaigns to explain the
new system. These added costs are unnecessary when Ohio’s current system functions effectively. Ballot errors
and the potential for contested elections present further concerns. Increased complexity leads to increased
mistakes. Campaigns that lose under a confusing system may reasonably argue that voter misunderstanding,
rather than lack of support, led to the outcome. At a time when public trust in elections is paramount, Ohio
should avoid adopting a system that could fuel additional doubt and discord.



Itis also notable that multiple states have acted to prohibit ranked-choice voting, and in recent election cycles,
voters in several states have rejected it at the ballot box. The public has consistently expressed skepticism
toward this experimental voting scheme.

In conclusion, ranked-choice voting is a solution in search of a problem. Ohio already conducts free and fair
elections rooted in the longstanding principle of one person, one vote. For the reasons outlined today, |
respectfully urge this committee to support Senate Bill 63 and reject ranked-choice voting to ensure that Ohio’s
elections remain clear, secure, and worthy of the public’s trust.

Thank you for your time and consideration, and for the opportunity to testify.
Respectfully,
Andrew J. Mangione Jr.

Senior Vice President
AMAC Action
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