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Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House General Government 
CommiƩee, 

Thank you for allowing me to tesƟfy. My name is Douglas Berger, and I am president of the Secular Humanists 
of Western Lake Erie in Toledo, and I have worked as a precinct poll worker in Lucas County for several years. I 
am strongly opposed to Senate Bill 63. 

There are currently at least four declared Republican candidates for the 9th Congressional District in my area 
and with our current elecƟon system there is a strong possibility that the person who "wins" the primary will 
win by way less than 50% of the vote. That would mean more than 50% of Republicans in the 9th district will 
not have the candidate they voted for in the November general elecƟon. 

It has happened before. When Governor DeWine ran for reelecƟon in 2022, he was challenged in the primary 
by 3 other candidates. DeWine won the primary with only 48.1% of the vote. That means 52% of GOP voters in 
2022 did not vote for Governor DeWine – yet he was the party nominee that November. 

We see such outcomes more oŌen in local elecƟons where the chance of mulƟple candidates running 
increases the chance the winner doesn't win by a majority of the votes. 

In 2010, for example, in Summit County a council-at-large seat was won by a candidate who had only 18.3% of 
the vote. 

We think that is not fair to the voters, but I am sure the two major parƟes don't mind. 

Ohio had Rank Choice VoƟng (RCV) 100 years ago during the progressive era, but it was eventually changed 
because special interests didn't like the fact that more women and minoriƟes were being elected to office. 

Where rank choice voƟng happens today like in Alaska and New York city voters like it and it makes them have 
more of a choice on who works for them. It also allows all elecƟons no maƩer if it is primary or general and no 
maƩer how many candidates are running, the winner will actually get 51% of the vote or more. 

RCV would encourage more people to run for public office if they believe they have a beƩer chance of winning 
than with our current system and the two-party gatekeepers. 

Banning RCV and punishing local governments who use it would violate Ohio's home rule which also came 
about during the progressive era 100 years ago. It was because voters were Ɵred of the rampant poliƟcal 
corrupƟon from the poliƟcal machines at the Ɵme. 



Berger – SB63 - OpposiƟon 

Big money corrupts elecƟons today, so it is no surprise that those interests asked for this bill, wrote this bill, 
and is supporƟng this bill. The Senator who introduced the bill in the Senate didn't even understand how RCV 
worked and just repeated what the special interests wanted her to say about it. 

There is no raƟonal reason to ban rank choice voƟng. The data shows the opposite - that it helps our elecƟon 
system by having voters get the candidates the actual majority prefer and minimizes the effect of spoilers and 
brings in more diversity in candidates which we know is a good thing. 

SB 63 is bad for democracy, bad for Ohio, and a smack to the face of home rule in the state. 

Please do not advance this bad bill. 

 

 

 

 

Douglas Berger – President 

Secular Humanists of Western Lake Erie 


