
House General Government Committee members,

The question at the heart of SB63 is: “Why is the Ohio legislature attempting to ban cities in Ohio from 
using a valid, proven election method – Ranked Choice Voting (or RCV for short)?”

Is it because RCV is not a valid, proven election method? No, RCV has been used successfully in 
Australia and Ireland for more than 100 years. It is currently being used by Maine, Alaska, and more 
than 50 municipalities in the US. Supporters of RCV claim it is a superior election method to our 
current plurality voting method. Whether you believe that or not, there is no denying the fact that RCV 
is a valid, proven election method.

Why is the Ohio legislature attempting to ban cities in Ohio from using RCV, a valid, proven election 
method?

Is it because Ohio citizens have mounted a grass-roots campaign against RCV? No, there is no citizen 
group in Ohio voicing opposition to RCV. In fact, the list of parties who recently gave testimony in 
support of SB63 consisted solely of dark money funded, out-of-state special interest groups who send 
paid employees to give spurious arguments against RCV.

Why is the Ohio legislature attempting to ban cities in Ohio from using RCV, a valid, proven election 
method?

Is it because there is no interest from Ohio citizens in using RCV? No, the non-profit group Rank The 
Vote Ohio has tens of thousands of supporters on their supporters list.  More than 60 Ohio citizens gave 
opponent testimony at the hearing for SB137 – the ban bill predecessor to SB63. Additionally, several 
municipalities in Ohio are considering adopting RCV for their local elections.

Why is the Ohio legislature attempting to ban cities in Ohio from using RCV, a valid, proven election 
method?

Is it because RCV violates the Ohio Constitution? No, in fact, the rule proposed by SB63 would be in 
direct conflict with the intent of the home rule provision of the Constitution which states “Any 
municipality may frame and adopt or amend a charter for its government and may, subject to the 
provisions of section 3 of this article, exercise thereunder all powers of local self-government. “

Why is the Ohio legislature attempting to ban cities in Ohio from using RCV, a valid, proven election 
method?

Is it because the Ohio legislature knows how to run local elections in Ohio better than the 
municipalities themselves? Such thinking is paternalistic at best; disingenuous, insulating, arrogant and 
overreaching at worst. In an age where many are complaining about the “nanny state” and calling for 
smaller government, SB63 is a step in the opposite direction.

In closing, I ask the members of this committee to take a step back and ask yourselves the relevant 
question: Why are your attempting to preemptively ban Ohio cities from using a valid, proven, election 



method? Whose interests are you serving? I contend that this bill does not serve the best interests of 
Ohio citizens but instead caters to the desires of special interest groups and political parties.


